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Victory 


By Barbara Elden Cornet 


HEN any climate, any food, 

When raging crowd or solitude 
Can but increase your will to see 
God’s guiding hand — that’s Victory. 


When you can be content to own 
No commendation of your own, 
And let your pride and boasting be 
In Christ alone — that’s Victory. 


When foes offend and friends forsake 
And you rejoice for Jesus’ sake 
That He has counted you-to be 


Worthy of such — that’s Victory. . 


When you are standing face to face 

With degradation, vile disgrace, 

And yet retain your purity 

Through Christ your Lord — that’s Victory. 


When peace is yours that knows no strife, 
And joy the same in death or life, 

And you can say, **’Tis Christ for me 

To live or die ’’ — that’s Victory. 


We have no power to fight alone, 
Nor even strength to call our own, 
Thanks be to God, for it is He 

Who through His Son gives Victory ! 


Ministering to God's Happiness 

It is startling to think that we may 
minister to God’s happiness. Yet God’s 
own Word shows that we may. A writer 
quoted in the Keswick Calendar brings this 
out, in comment on Paul’s inspired declara- 
tion, “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). Says ‘the 
writer: “It is difficult to see how we can 
bless God. . . . It is always true that bless- 


ing originates withethe superior. It is just 
so in the case of those who belong to God’s 
‘spiritual house’ today, all their blessing 
came from God. The response given is of 
such a character that it is acceptable to 
him by Jesus Christ in the Spirit’s grace 
and power. Blessing God in that sense may 
reverently be spoken of as ministering to 
his happiness! What an honor bestowed 
upon the redeemed today!” Because God 
blesses us, we bless him-—by receiving his 
blessings in faith and thanksgiving, and by 
lifting our heafts and voices in worship, 
adoration, thanksgiving, and praise. 


7 
Not Our Christ 


There are many Christs made by the 
imagination of men, but there is only one 
Christ of God. Even some truly Christian 
writers may misrepresent the real Christ 
and follow their imagination instead of the 
Word. An item submitted for the Illus- 
tration Round Table in Tue Sunpay 
ScuHoot TiMEs on the lesson in this issue is 
an instance. Commenting on our Lord’s 
conversation with the dying thief who con- 
fessed his faith, the item reads: “The last 
companion of Jesus. on earth was a thief, 
and his first companion in Paradise that 
same thief. For with his failing strength 
he lifted the latch, and with his last fading 
breath he whispered — ‘Today — with me — 
in Paradise.” Is this true to the record 


Me 


Reléndad teoik: hs 


years of girlhood and early woman- 
hood in a German convent which was 
a veritable citadel of Rome. On entering 
the Lutheran Church she has no harsh 
words for her former church, but she does 
make this original observation: “The Ro- 
man Church is far too much its end in 
itself, and if Christ should come to be ALL 
in ALL I am obliged to think of those 
who represent the Catholic Church as say- 
ing with puzzled expression: ‘Well, 
where do we now belong?’” 
The use of the vernacular in evangelical 
churches appealed greatly to this convert. 
“Tt is like coming back to the land of one’s 


Pr yess LIETZEN-MEYER passed the 


mother tongue after long residence in for-. 


eign ‘countries. I recall when my father 
lay in his coffin and the priest had come. 
My soul thirsted after comfort...What did 
it get? Latin prayers read in a cold tone 
of ‘which I understood not one word. Did 
Jesus approach the bier of the young man 
of Nain with a formulated prayer in an 


in the Scriptures? While our Lord was 
truly man as well as truly God, and volun- 
tarily “humbled himself” .to share in the 
physical limitations and even weakness of 
the human body, his experience on the cross 
seems to have had essential differences 
from that of all others thus put to death. 
Seven times he spoke from the cross, in 
full possession of his physical, mental, 
and spiritual powers. He did not speak 
to the believing thief with his last breath, 
nor did his breath “fade” in a whisper 
of exhaustion. After he had acknowledged 
the faith of the dying thief with the prom- 
ise, spoken strongly and clearly, ‘Today 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise,” there 
followed three hours of darkness, and even 
after this our Lord’s strength remained. 
Twice he “cried with a loud voice” while 
hanging on the cross. After his final word, 


uttered not in failing strength or with a last. 


fading breath, but “again with a loud voice,” 
he “yielded up the ghost,” or, literally, “dis- 
missed his spirit.” His death was different 
from all other physical death, He died, 
when the time came, by his own will. He 
fulfilled his own prophecy of his death: 


“No man taketh it [my life] from me, but - 


I lay it down of myself; I have power to 
lay it down, and k have power to take it 
again” (John 10:18). Let us “remember 
Jesus Christ,” and glory in the true Christ, 
the Christ of God, our wonderful Saviour 
who alone can give us life instead of the 
death that we deserve. 


% 


Bondage of Rome 


unknown tongue? No, the tender sound 
of the mother tongue came to the ear of 
the weeping mother, awakening in her heart 
the thought of the time when these tears 
should be dried. Had I at that hour of 
parting from my father heard a sentence 
such as, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give. you 
rest,’ or, ‘I am the resurrection, and the 
life,” it would have been as balsam to my 
grieving heart. 

“In the cloister every Sunday we sang 
the vesper service out of a Latin béok in 
which there was no German translation. 
When I asked questions about it I was 
told that it was enough that I accepted the 
church’s ‘intention. How was that any- 
thing better than lip-service? We had not 
the least idea whether we were singing a 
penitential or a thanksgiving psalm... Had 
it been in German our memories would 


have been stored with what. would: have’ 


been for us later an inalienable possession. 


How a hymiu verse, joyfully sung, restores : 
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a depressed mind! ‘Where there is sing- 
ing the Devil flees, quoth Luther. And 
these two treasures, the strengthening 
bread of Bible verses giving the right food 
for every kind of difficulty and temptation, 
and our precious hymns,—of these the 
Catholic Church knows nothing and has 
nothing to place beside them.” 

Frau Lietzen-Meyer also calls attention 
to the difference between the humble folk 
of Catholic and evangelical parts of Ger- 
many. In the first is an intended retarda- 
tion of spiritual development, in the second 
an education of the heart which through 
reading of Holy Scripture, ennobles the 
whole race. “I have found among the 
evangelical peasants splendid characters, 
strong in their faith, men of tact, of ele- 
vated spirit,— true priests who lead their 
households with a dignity which a prince 
might envy. The impression of one such 
Black Forest peasant has been ineradicable. 
He had gone on a journey hoping to be 
cured of a severe bodily ailment. I saw 
him on the day of his return. To my ques- 
tion as to how things had gone -he replied 
with a calmness which transfigured his 
venerable face: ‘It has not seemed good to 
God to touch my body, so I have returned 
home to await his Home-call.’” 


* * * * * 


Dr. Leonard Fendt, formerly of the 
’ Catholic faculty in the Dilligen seminary, 
now evangelical pastor, tells us that num- 
berless priests are in a state of suppressed 
revolt because of hierarchical tyranny. He 
also tells us that all sentimental enthusiasm 
for the Catholic Church on the part of 
Protestants strengthens the unevangelical 
forces in that church. 

Julien Erni is a young French seminarist 
who has passed to the Reformed Church 
and has written his experiences in Pourquoi 
je ne suis devenu pretre (“Why I Did Not 
Become a Priest”). He gives a vivid pic- 
ture of the prison-like life of the studying 
priests, the vast, gloomy building, the 
silence, the repression. At mealtimes a stu- 
dent read extracts from the lives of the 
saints. “When we wanted bread we raised 
the knife above the head in order by this 
gesture not to break the silence. This was 
the only language allowed with the do- 
mestics. When walking we went in ranks 
of three. Espionage was constant. The 
fixed rule was to lower one’s eyes in the 
street. The world about us was danger- 
ous, The sight of a babe in mother’s arms, 
the fresh smile of a child, were ‘mondain, 
worldly. All natural sentiments were re- 
pressed. The unnaturalness of the life af- 
fected ‘health. Many left this seminary 
shaken ‘in faith: some broken in body.” A 
priest in the environs of Meudon specializes 
in the treatment of neurasthenic seminarists. 
M. Erni recounts the fate of one youth 
who against his will was forced into a 
monk’s' life. “It is the custom to cast a 
death veil over the new deacon and the 
congregation thunders the De Profundis. 
With the rest he rose up, but had gone 
mad. Eight days after he passed away in 
delirium.” 

M. Erni’s health, too, was broken, and 
he went to his native Switzerland for 


recuperation. There he happened in at a° 


Protestant service, the first in his life. He 
is astonished at what he hears, wonders if 
these’ descendants of Luther and Calvin 


are asi‘bad‘as their progenitors, is amazed: 
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at the simplicity of the church, drawn by 
the heartiness and joy of the singing. The 
prayer. followed, and what a prayer! It 
‘went as an arrow to Heaven, reaching God 
without intermediary, bearing with it the 
aspirations of the people. A veritable com- 
munion appeared established between all. 
“This prayer conquered me, and the me- 
chanical recital of the rosary which came 
to my mind seemed now an empty thing 
indeed.” He began going to a large hall 
in Geneva where evangelistic services were 
held. “The gradual discovery of all the 
riches of the Gospel stirred my heart. -Of 
this Gospel, so simple, so true,so beau- 
tiful, I had known nothing all these years. 
I knew nothing or next to nothing of the 
life of Jesus. The Catholic Church had 
accustomed me to a Christ of plaster, of 
ivory, of copper,—to a little child decked 
in brocade upon the knees of a virgin in 
cloak of gold. 

“I went to the Y. M. C. A. to get a 
Bible. In the seminary they had spoken 
vaguely of it.” It did just what the Coun- 
cil of Trent feared it would do, — broke 
Rome’s chains and brought the seminarist 
out into the liberty of the Gospel. 

M. Erni is now a Protestant mission pas- 
tor working in the mining regions. He 
tells of true resurrections accomplished by 
the Gospel. “I have seen the frontiers of 
ignorance recede following Scripture read- 
ing, the debauchee and miser conquer their 
sins. I have been witness to reformations, 
transformations, and victories. I have seen 


the souls of children awake in the school ° 


of Jesus Christ. I have seen the Prince 
of Peace, crucified twenty centuries ago, 
living and at work now as then.” 

Miss Kathleen Pullan gives her testi- 
mony in The Christian Irishman; She was 
invited to a Protestant church. “You will 
enjoy the singing,” she was told. She was 
not greatly impressed by the singing, “but 
what did strike me, and the wonder of it 
did not leave me for years, was that every- 
thing was in English and that I could 
follow it. That impressed me more than 
anything else.” The following Sunday 
found her again in church. “I came out 
feeling that I must buy a Bible and see 
what it was all about. I got one for six- 
pence. I suppose no one can enter into 
the joy or thrill of reading that Bible. I 
cannot tell you the late nights I had over 
it. One seemed to get absolutely lost to 
all sense of time or the work that was to 
be done tomorrow. The words, ‘There is 
one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus,’ flashed into 
my mind with power and joy. I said to 
myself, ‘I thought-we were wrong.’ My 
whole soul was lost in the joy of knowing 
that I need not go to the priest any more, 
that I could just go to God and he would 
listen to me and forgive me. . . . Then 
there was Purgatory. Masses were being 
said for the repose of the soul of my father 
who has been dead ten years. How dread- 
ful! What do they make of ‘Christ died 
for our sins’? God is a God of the living! 
If Christ died for our sins, why should 
we suffer in Purgatory? The Word says, 
‘To depart, and to be with Christ.’ 

“That was. why I left the Church of 
Rome. I felt the teaching was wrong. I 
was unhappy and difficult to live with be- 
cause I was so unhappy. It was-not until 
I found peace in Jesus Christ that I real- 
ized what true happiness ‘is.” 
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The Edito:’s Summer Conferences 


‘HE prayers of Tue Sunpay ScHooL 


Times Family are earnestly desired for 
God’s blessing on the ministry of the Edi- 
tor, Charles G. Trumbull, at the confer- 
ences for which engagements have been 
made for this summer. Those in charge 
will appreciate it if réaders will announce 
these conferences in churches where there 
might be persons interested in attending, 
and the Editor‘is looking forward to the 
privilege of meeting readers of the Times 
during the course of the engagements. 

Except where otherwise announced, these 
are chiefly Victorious Life Conferences, the 
purpose of which is to set forth the offer 
in God’s Word of a life of sustained fel- 
lowship with God, victory over sin, and 
power in service, through Christ as Sav- 
iour, Lord and Life. The conferences will 
include also practical studies of such themes 
as: What is the Gospel? Is the Whole 


Bible True? Why Must These Bodies be’ 


Raised from the Dead? What is the Chris- 
tian’s Cross? Does God Ever Lead Us 
into Traps? Is. the Lord’s Return Near? 

Question Box Meetings will also be held, 
or Christian Life Clinics, where questions 


asked by those attending will be discussed - 


in the light of the Bible. 

Those desiring further information may 
write to the pastors of the churches named, 
or to any mentioned as in charge. 

June 25 to July 2.—Chicago, Annual Conven- 


tion of World’s Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation, Moody Memorial Church, Dr. Harry 


A. Ironside, pastor. Further information may’ 
be had from the President of the Fundamentals — 
Association, Dr. Paul W. Rood, Turlock, Cal. . 


July 5-9.—Tacoma, Wash., First Presbyterian 
Church. Dr. Roy T. Brumbaugh, pastor. 


July 12-19.—Portland, Ore. Conference ar- 
ranged by Union Gospel Mission with many 
churches participating; the place of meeting to 
be announced later. Information may be had 
from the Mission, the Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, 
Superintendent, 3 North Third Street,: Portland. 


August 7-13.—Mount Hermon, Cal., Ministers’ - 


Week, conducted by Mount Hermon Associ2- 
tion, Western Keswick uniting. Information 
from the Secretary, Dr. Francis W. Russell, 1133 
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, Cal. 


September 5-10.—San Diego, Cal., First Bap- 
tist Church, Dr. John Bunyan. Smith, pastor. 
Many churches uniting, under auspices of 
Scuthwestern Bible Conference Asscciation, 
Captain Clinton B. Smith, Secretary, 2450 A 
Street, San Diego. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Can We Be Sure Our Lord 
Was Crucified on Friday ? 


Through the ages the Church has held 
that our Lord was crucified on Friday, but 
in recent years interest has been stirred in 
the question by arguments for Wednesday 
or Thursday. Last year an article was 
published in the Times (March 5, 1932, p. 
128) by President Robert C. McQuilkin 
giving reasons for accepting Friday as the 
day. Many Times readers wrote to Mr. 
McQuilkin both in appreciation and in 
question of his position. In response to 
these letters, he has written a brief com- 
ment here given as a help in connection 


(Concluded on. page 358) 
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The Enigma of Mussolini's — 


Does he favor Catholicism or Protestantism, 
or is he indifferent to both? 





By Ralph C. Norton 











one of the most comprehensive and 

effective of any government in the 
world. “Fascist Syndicalism, unlike the 
Socialist Unions, accepts the patriotic idea, 
recognizes the importance of capital, and 
considers the fate of the worker as bound 
up with that of the whole nation.” It wifl 
be seen that it is a co-ordination of all the 
factors of industry, that is, capital and labor, 
also all government employees, leaders of 
industry, and the like, all working to one 
common end. Thus it eliminates strife 
and. waste and unites these heretofore di- 
vided. forces, harmonizing them inte an 
army for the rapid multiplication of pro- 
duction, which is one of the great objectives 
of Mussolini. 

Traveling through Italy one sees mili- 
tary activity everywhere. We saw the 
great arsenal at Spezia, alive as.a beehive, 
the second largest in Europe, surpassed only 
by Woolwich. 


Sympathy toward Protestantism 

What is Mussolini’s real attitude toward 
the Church? At one time he declares him- 
self a good Catholic; at another he defies 
Papal authority and tramples beneath. his 
feet the most sacred dogmas and customs 
of the hierarchy. Does he totally differ 
from others as to what a good Catholic 
is? Or does he at all believe in the Ro- 
man Catholic doctrine? 

My personal opinion is that he is not 
at all sympathetically inclined toward the 
Roman Catholic Church as a religion, but 
that he does recognize in it a great political 
force that has to be reckoned with, —in 
fact, he has declared this publicly. 

What evidence does he give of sympathy 
with Protestantism, and what privileges 
does he accord it in Italy? * 

He has manifested deep interest in, and 
sympathy toward, Protestantism in Italy, 
and —although all may not agree in this 
— I believe Protestantism today has greater 
liberty than she has ever known in that 
land, and that before her lies a great op- 
portunity. 

Some Protestants say that they have 
a better standing, but less liberty. There 
are many restrictions, and there is not the 
freedom for work that there is in other 
countries. However, if Protestants keep 
within the law they are able to push their 
propaganda within the prescribed limits of 
the law. with but little interference. Al- 
though, of course, Mussolini cannot be 
everywhere, and fanatical priests and offi- 
cials often prevent Protestant work, on the 
whole there is quite a wide-open field for 
evangelism. 

Mussolini’s sympathy with Protestant 
work may be seen from the following in- 
stances, 

The Rev. H. H. Pullen, of Spezia, is at 
the head of one of the most remarkable 
Protestant evangelistic movements that in- 
fluences the entire land.. His work was 
growing so rapidly, and was so profoundly 


"Fee Fascist Labor Organization is 





Fascist Government documents must 
now be stamped with two dates: 1933, 
and A. 11, the eleventh year of Fas- 
cism. Besides this new calendar, it has 
its Creed, Catechism, and Ten Com- 
mandments. Mr. Norton gives extracts 
from these blasphemous articles of 
faith in this fourth article of his series, 
which will be concluded in an early 
issue. Such bold declarations tend 
only to deepen the mystery surround- 
ing Italy’s powerful Dictator. 








affecting the city of Spezia and the sur- 
rounding country, that the Pope changed 
the See of the Bishop of Sarzana to Spezia 
to counteract his influence. This Bishop 
appealed to the new Prefetto to suppress 
this work at once and drive Mr. Pullen 
out of the country. The new Prefetto said 
he would investigate the matter. After doing 
so, he said to the Bishop: “Come to me in 
twenty years’ time, and if you have done 
one-twentieth of the good for the people of 
Spezia that Mr. Pullen has done, then I 
will consider your proposition.” So Mr. 
Pullen has been privileged to continue his 
remarkable work without let or hindrance, 
Not only is this true, but he is held in the 
highest esteem by Signor Mussolini and 
the Fascist Régime. 

On one occasion one of Mr. Pullen’s 
workers in another city was accused by the 
Fascists of that place of saying something 
detrimental to the Fascist Government, 
which he denied having said. The local 
Fascists burned his church, threw his furni- 
ture out of his house, and drove him away 
from the city. The matter was brought 
to the attention of Mussolini. After inves- 
tigation he found the charge was untrue; 
and he compelled the local Fascists to re- 
build the church and replace the furniture 
in this worker’s home. 


The Boy Who Wrote to Mussolini 


On another occasion a lad of nine years 
from an orphanage was distributing Scrip- 
tures, and he was told that he could not do 
this without a license. “All right,” he said, 
“I'll write to Mussolini.” This he did, and 
the Chief of Police of that place received 
the license for this boy and was ordered 
to present it himself to the lad. 

The Balilla and other young people’s 
religious organizations frequently drill on 
Sunday. Mr. Pullen’s young people were 
ordered out for Sunday drill, but on pre- 
senting his request that his young people 
should not have Sunday drill, they were 
exempted. 

The ex-Moderator of the Waldensian 
Church, when interviewing Signor Musso- 
lini, said to him: “Our people have always 
been loyal to the Government, and we are 
loyal to this one”; but, rising up in his 
dignity, he continued: “If this present 
Government touches our consciences, then, 
as ever, we die before we submit.” 

Signor Mussolini jumped to his feet and 
said: “Who will touch your consciences? 


As long as I am at the head of the Gov- 
ernment your consciences shall be free.” 
It is also reported that he said, “I wish 
that all Italians were of the same quality 
as the Waldensians.” ; 

There is a bronze statue of Giordano 
Bruno on the Piazza Campo de Fiori. 
He was burnt as a heretic in 1600, and this 
statue was erected in 1889. A delegation 
from the Pope visited Mussolini, said to 
him that the statue was a disgrace to the 
Roman Catholic Church, and asked him 
to have it removed. 

“You burnt him, did you not,” said 
Mussolini; “isn’t that enough?” I had 
the joy of looking at this statue still oc- 
cupying its conspicuous position as a tribute | 
to the man who loved not his life unto death, 

Mr. Pullen, who represents the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission in Italy and distributes 
tens of thousands of Scriptures, assured 
me, as did Mussolini himself, that they have : 
entire liberty in their work. However, 
as in Belgium and wherever the Roman 
Church is in authority, it can and does 
hinder, and sometimes prevents, this work. 


Suppressing a Catholic Article 

On September 20, 1932, l’Avvenire d’ 
Italia (which is an authoritative exponent . 
of the Roman Catholic position, and stands 
next to the Osservatore Romano, the Pope’s 
own paper) came out with a front page 
article in which it rejoiced that, in doing 
away with many feast days, which Signor 
Mussolini believed were consuming too , 
much of the time of the Italian people, 
had likewise abolished the feast day of | 
the twentieth of September, which is the 
day observed as the anniversary of Gari- 
baldi’s entrance into Rome and the triumph 
over the Vatican. 

Signor Mussolini was indignant at this 
and sequestered the entire issue. Not only 
did he do this, but he compelled the paper 
to publish an article declaring that this 
was not really the purpose of the Govern- 
ment in abolishing this day, and that they 
had not properly interpreted the attitude of 
the Government toward Protestantism. 
Among other things in this article was the 
following: “To so interpret history with 
narrow pettiness is a proof on the part of 
this paper of incomprehension which would 
be deplorable if it were dealing with in- 
dividuals, It is intolerable when it is dif- 
fused through the public press.” 

And then Signor Mussolini, after strongly 
condemning the “one-sided conception” of 
the article and its lack of “truthfulness and 
serenity,” called attention to its lack of 
recognition of all that had been done for 
the “unity and power of the nation through 
which indeed it has been made possible to 
bring the very doctrines and teachings of 
Christ more effectively to the knowledge 
of the people,” and soundly accuses the 
VAuuenire d'Italia of “seeking to disturb, 
the more devout spirits of the Fatherland.” 

These extracts from his reply seem to offer 
proof that Mussolini has a deeper appre- 
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ciation of Protestantism than is usually be- 
lieved. I feel convinced, to say the least, 
that he is impartial toward Catholicism and 
Protestantism. However, it is very difficult 
indeed, if not impossible, to interpret the 
true religious position of this man. 

Mussolini is reported to have said that 
“if God interfered with his plans he would 
shake his fist in his face.” Another re- 
ported saying is, “I would enter into alli- 
ance at this moment with the Devil himself, 
with Antichrist, if that would give this 
poor country tranquillity.” 

Another significant fact is that of his 
creating the Fascist Calendar and placing 
it alongside the Gregorian Calendar in 
general use. A Fascist law decrees that 
all Government documents shall now be 
stamped with two dates, the one for inter- 
national convenience, the other marking 
the revival of the Roman Empire; so that 
this year appears as 1933 (Gregorian) and 
A. 11 (Fascist). Does this new method 
of reckoning time from the institution of 
Fascism indicate in Mussolini’s conception 
a new era? Is this the beginning of the 
day when Daniel 7:25 shall be fulfilled: 
“And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the most High, and think to 
change times and laws”? 

_ Probably the most serious of all declara- 
tions credited to Mussolini is what is called 
the Fascist Creed and Catechism, which 
were read from the Cathedral pulpit of 
Brescia by Mgr. Gaggia, Bishop of Brescia, 
and said to be taught to the young people’s 
military organizations in Italy. The Creed 
consists of twelve articles: 

1. I believe in Rome Eternal, the 
mother of my Fatherland; and 

2. In Italy, her firstborn; 

3. Who was born of her virgin womb 
by the grace. of God; 

4. Who suffered under the barbarian 
invader, was crucified, slain and buried; 

5. Who descended into the sepulcher, 
and rose again from the dead in the nine- 
teenth century ; 

6. Who ascended to Heaven in her 
glory in 1918 and in 1922 (by the March 
on Rome) ; 

7. Who is seated at the right hand of 
Mother Rome; 

8. Who will come thence to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

9. I believe in the genius of Mussolini; 

10, In our Holy Father Fascism, and 
in the Communion of its martyrs; 

11. In the conversion of the Italians; 
and 


12. In the resurrection of the Empire. 
Amen! 


In- addition to this the Bishop at the same 
time quoted what are called the Ten Com- 
inandments in the Fascist Catechism, three 
of which read as follows: 

1. I am Italy, thy mother, thy sov- 
ereign, thy goddess. 

2. Thou shalt have no other mother, 
sovereign, or goddess above me. 

3. Thou shalt honor her god and keep 
her festivals. 

These and many other blasphemous dec- 
larations have been attributed to Signor 
Mussolini. I placed before an Under-Sec- 
retary of Mussolini an assertion that had 
appeared in THe Sunpay ScnHoor TIMES 
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as quoted from: Le Christianisme, in which 
the Fascist Deputy Scorza spoke as fol- 
lows: 

“Hatred preached by the head of our 
Fascist State against the enemies of our 
country and of Fascism is the noblest form 
of our defense. Fascism is a.form of religion 
which draws its inspiration from the 
church, the church not of the humble but 
of the great pontiffs, the great missionary 
warriors. Fascists ought to get their im- 
pulse from this great school of pride. To 
conquer, one must hate, hate enemies, love 
friends. Not to hate or what is worse, 
to love one’s enemies, is a form of cow- 
ardice which no prince can recognize or 
accept.” 

It is significant that Deputy Scorza was 
dismissed by Mussolini for his extravagant 
statements. 

Scorza continued, as he was quoted in 
the same paper: 

“Italy is divine and holy. Fascists killed 
by its opponents are martyrs. There is a 
Fascist creed; also Fascist rites, votive 
flames, altars, pilgrimages. Fascism imi- 


tates the pagan spirit of Imperial Rome. - 


Mildness and forgiveness are not Fascist 
virtues.” 

M. Emile Ludwig, the German writer, 
in a recent conversation with Mussolini, 
said: 

“Tt has been said that you are a Fatalist. 
Fomorrow is Easter and these circum- 
stances make it difficult to banish certain 
reflections. You have told about your 
youth and how you could not stand the 
organ, nor the candles, but in your first 
speech at the Chamber you invoked the 
aid of God. Can-a disciple of Machiavelli 
and Nietzsche have faith?” 

“By itself that would be something,” 
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said the Duce rapidly; then he smiled ard 
continued: “I am going to explain to you 
my evolution. In my youth I did not be- 
lieve at all. I had called upon God, but 
to no avail; but I do not completely ex- 
clude, and in this my thought is similar to 
Renan’s, the possibility of a supernatural 
manifestation during the course of millions 
of years, and it is quite possible that dur- 
ing the course of other millions of years 
such a manifestation be renewed. Within the 
last few years there has grown within me 
the belief in the possibility of there existing 
a Divine Force in the Universe.” 

“Christian?” asked Ludwig. 

“Divine,” repeats the Duce, with a vague 
movement of his hand. ‘Men can pray in 
divers ways, and we must leave each one 
free to choose his own.” 

It would appear from the contradictory 
statements, if they are those of Mussolini, 
—and some we know to be his, — that he 
has a dual nature capable of seeing things 
from two totally different viewpoints at 


different times, and expressing himself very - 
firmly from either standpoint in accordance - 


with which nature is at the moment domi- 
nant; but in any event it would seem that 
he has no such well defined and firmly held 
personal religious convictions as are the 
possession of every true Christian. 

We were told by leading Italians that 
a great change seems to have come over 
him since the death of his brother, Arnaldo 
Mussolini, some months ago, that since then 
his attitude toward religion and spiritual 
things had completely changed, that his 
expressions were more in harmony with 
Christian views than those previously 
uttered; and: this seems to have been borne 
out in our interview with him. 


(To. be concluded) 








Revolution and fear: two signs of the 
Lord's near return 








Is This the Darkness Before the Dawn? 


By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 














Students at one of our Eastern universities are being taught that revolution is a possibility 
in the United States. One professor said : ‘* Study of the revolutionary processes should 
raise the classroom question as to the prospects of a revolution in this country at the 


present tirme.’’ In this 


concluding article of his series on ‘‘ The Roar of the 


Masses,’’ Dr. Smith callz attention to several recent books on revolution, and quotes 
expressions of fear and perplexity from leading statesmen of the world. 


less than ten years, and while its 

influence on the later history of 
Europe was tremendous, it did not kindle 
revolutionary fires over the earth. Hu- 
manity then was not ready for a world- 
wide revolution. The Russian Revolution 
broke with fury at.a time when men were 
thinking and hoping for a violent change 
in government and the increased power of 
the masses. Think of the rise of the masses 
in Italy, under the name of Fascists; of 
the rule of the masses today in Spain and 
Portugal; of the exaltation of the masses 
in Turkey since the World War; of the 
rule of the masses, frenzied it would seem, 
in Germany, under Hitler. Many of these 


Tiss French Revolution was over in 


violent uprisings have seen little bloodshed, - 


but that the great sea of humanity is ris- 
ing in power and angry resentment over 
all of Europe every one admits. 

Asia itself trembles in the grip of this 


revolutionary fever. In 1927 John Wash- 
ington Hall could write a book of over 300 
pages on “The Revolt of Asia.” Three 
years ago T’ang Leang-Li published his 
“Inner History of the Chinese Revolution.” 

Publishers who have issued our most 
scholarly and conservative works are now 
responsible for a great many large and 
important volumes on revolution. In the 
Lippincott Sociclogical Series, in 1925, ap- 
peared P. A. Sorkins’ “Sociology of Revo- 
lution.” Two years later in the University 
of Chicago Sociological Series appeared 
L. P. Edwards’ scholarly “Natural History 
of Revolution.” The Oxford University 
Press did not hesitate in 1919 to publish 
W. H. V. Reade’s “The Revolt of Labour 
against ‘Civilization,’ and in 1920 to pub- 


‘lish “Principles of Revolution,” by Cecil 


Delisle Burns. Only this. winter while 
speaking in a Bible Conference at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., the writer of this article saw 
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a poster announcing a series of lectures 
to be given in that city, one of them on 
the subject, “The Literature of Revolt.” 
And the one giving this particular lecture 
was a professor in the Department of Eng- 
lish at a college attended by the writer, one 
who carries a Doctor of Philosophy degree 
from Oxford. And he is speaking on the 
subject of revolt, not as a theory, but as 
a working philosophy of life! Since writ- 
ing this article I have turned the pages 
of a volume the very title of which is in 
itself very suggestive —“An Anthology of 
Revolutionary Poetry,” by M. Graham, 
New York, 1930. 

There is more than a vast literature on 
this subject. There is more than discus- 
sion about revolution. There is a growing 
demand for it on the part of millions of 
people. It is going to increase. Our Lord 
said it would. History teaches us that it 
will, There are today 25,000,000 unem- 
ployed in our western world. Sir Arthur 
Balfour is responsible for the statement that 
there are today, or were over a year ago, 
900,000,000 under-nourished people in our 
world. If the present world depression 
continues, which means more and more un- 
employment, and which in turn must be 
synonymous with an ever-increasing acute- 
ness of hunger, there is only one inevitable 
result for the millions upon millions of 
people who are today without God and 
without hope in the world. The vast sea 
of humanity will continue to ‘rise higher 
and higher, whipped up into an awful storm 
and fury by anarchistic propaganda so 
powerfully and effectually penetrating the 
whole body of unredeemed and unbelieving 
humanity. 

The conditions that our Lord said would 
prevail upon the earth immediately before 
his return are the conditions Now prevail- 
ing. They can, of course, become much 
more acute, more prevalent than they now 
are. But the conditions that he prophesied 
have never before. been. so completely, so 
undeniably, so amazingly real and actual as 
they are today over all the earth. 


Fear That Causes Fainting 


Our Lord said there would be a distress 
of nations in perplexity in the latter days, 
men not knowing what to do, and this in- 
cludes men in. whom the government of 
nations rests.. This perplexity, he said, 
would be caused by thé roaring of the sea 
and the waves, the revolutionary uprising 
of the masses, threatening destruction 
everywhere, as a sea roaring in a storm de- 
stroys. Then he said one more thing: 
that the result of this perplexity of nations, 
when they beheld the sea rising up in re- 
volt and anger, would be men fainting, from 
fear and apprehension of what is to come 
upon the world (A. T. Robertson’s trans- 
lation). 

Fear is the result of ignorance of a 
future that has in it every possibility of 
disaster. It rests upon uncertainty of com- 
ing events when indications point to dan- 
ger and ruin. The fear that our Lord says 
will seize nations, when they see the rising 
of revolutionary masses over the earth, 
will be of an extreme nature —the word 
translated fainting is the word apopsucho, 
meaning to breathe out one’s life, to expire, 
or, as Schleusner paraphrases this phrase, 
“to become not dead, but as if dead.” Mof- 
fatt’s translation of the entire passage is 
exceptionally vivid: ‘Men swooning with 
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panic and foreboding of. what is to befall 
the universe.” 

Statesmen today are giving expression 
to this very dread which our Lord pre- 
dicted would mark these latter days. 

Lord Robert Cecil recently said: “I 
read the papers with increasing uneasiness. 
I believe we are heading straight for one 
of the greatest disasters that has ever 
come upon mankind.” 

Lloyd George expresses his fear for the 
future in even stronger terms: “I cannot 
say what is going to happen to the world. 
I.am alarmed. I will go so far as to say 
I am frightened at what will happen.” 

Stanley Baldwin in the London Times 
(July 17, 1931) frankly confesses: “What 
is it that underlies everything in Europe 
today? It is the element of fear —fear of 
what may happen.” 


Eyes Full of Fear 


A well-known student of psychology, 
Dr. George Draper, recently wrote: “Not 
long ago one might have seen in a certain 
illustrated journal a page upon which were 
displayed the photographs of five renowned 
dictators. One could not fail to perceive 
at a glance that fear was the dominant emo- 
tion which shone from the eyes of each one 
of the men” (Scribner’s Magazine, Janu- 
ary, 1928). 

It is remarkable how often Ortega y. 
Gasset, the brilliant author of “The Revolt 
of the Masses,” speaks of the element of 
fear in our contemporary civilization. Thus: 
“The element of terror in the destiny of 
our time is furnished by the overwhelming 
and violent moral upheaval of the masses; 
imposing, invincible, and treacherous, as 
is destiny in every case.” Again: A 
“strange combination of a sense of power 
and a sense of insecurity has taken up its 
abode in the soul of modern man. To him 
is happening what was said of the Regent 
during the minority of Louis XV: he had 
all the talents except the talent to make 
use of them. To the nineteenth century 
many things seemed no longer possible, 
firm-fixed as was its faith in progress, To- 


day, by the very fact that everything seems 


possible to us, we have a feeling that the 
worst of all is possible: retrogression, bar- 
barism, decadence. . . . For the first time 
for nearly three centuries we are surprised 
to find ourselves with the feeling that we 
do not know what is going to happen to- 
morrow.” 

The darkest passages in the Word of 
God, relating to conditions on this earth, 
are always found in connection with words 
radiant with the brightest hope. The hope 
of the Christian is in a Person, the living, 
loving, risen, and returning Son of God. 
The hope of the world, of men of the 
world who are not looking for Christ, is 
pitiable to think upon. That great scholar 
of Oxford, Gilbert Murray, wrote some 
time ago that “the one hope of salvation 
for wounded Europe lies in the prevalence 
in one nation after another of Liberal ideas 
and a Liberal spirit.” Lothrop Stoddard, 
in the book quoted concludes his chapter 
“The War against Chaos” with this (to us 
sad) exclamation: “To us science speaks. 
And her words are: ‘Sursum corda! Lift 
up your hearts! Have faith in yourselves: 
in your civilization; in your race. Tread 
confidently the path I have revealed to 
you, 
shall. make you: free 


We could - mul- 


Ye know the truth, and the truth. 
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tiply quotations, expressing this hope and 
that. ; 

Our hope is the hope of the New Tes- 
tament. The hope of the apostles and 
prophets is -the hope of Christ —that he 
will come back again, to judge, to rule, to 
suppress, to give justice and peace and 
prosperity to this hopeless earth of ours. 
For it is when the sea is roaring its loudest, 
when the earth trembles with fear of what 
is coming, then shall the Son of man be 
seen, coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. “And when these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” ; 

Beloved, as the roar of the sea grows 
louder, the return of our Lord draws 
nearer. Indeed, says the very careful Ger- 
man exegete, H. A. W. Meyer, the phrase 
“when these things begin’ would indicate 
that they are therefore not conceived of as 
of long continuance, 

Look up! Look up, says Bengel, “in 
order that as soon as possible ye may per- 
ceive the event answering to your expecta- 
tion, and with joy embrace it.” Look up, 
for from above, from Heaven, will our 
Lord, our Blessed Hope descend. 

Every one on earth is looking, these 
days, into the future. The nations look 
with fearful dread, “looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” We 
are looking, too. But our eyes are not upon 
the developments of science, the changes of ° 
government, the attempts of men, but are 
gazing into Heaven, “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” 

The Christ who foresaw so clearly and 
foretold our day is the one who foretold 
also his own return. As the conditions 
he predicted are now upon us, the. return, 
as. he said and promised, cannot be far 
away. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Until recently I thought 
I was a Christian. I attended church and 
helped in the departments, even teaching. Some- 
thing has happened in my life, and mucly puz- 
zled over what I had done under a great strain 
I was praying over it, when God revealed to 
me my sin and I realized I had never been 
born again. I had even testified a few. times, 
thinking I was saved. I sinned, and realize 
what I have done. I find I was blinded to my 
own spiritual condition. I read everything re- 
ligious I can find, and I have been studying 
the Bible for help. But all seems dark, and I 
cannot grasp it. 

Oh, the doubts I have encountered! It has 
been unbearable, the suffering indescribable. I 
have a longing to have a “know-so” experi- 
ence, so that I may tell my friends about. it , 
and lead them to God. Nothing attracts. me, 


for I have had a revelation of my ownsélf, dnd I° ~ 


want to find the Jesus Christ: of the Bible more 
than anything in the world. I help in church . 
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work yet. I do what is asked of me and I can 
fit into many places as I have talents. I do 
not mean to be a hypocrite and pretend to be 
what I am not. I just try to do what comes 
my way the best I can, in spite of the fight I 
am having. Pray for me that I may have 
the experience I crave.-—AN HONEST SEEKER 
AFTER GOD. 

Y DEAR GIRL: If Satan can only 

confuse us and turn our thoughts 
toward sinfulness and away from our 
Helper, he is doing his work and satisfying 
himself, 

First of all, my dear, get your mind 
away from yourself! Place your trust 
in the blood of Jesus Christ, and know 
that your sins are forgiven, because you 
have asked forgiveness, and the prom- 
ise is for you, if you will receive Christ. 
Read John 1:12, 13, and see the power 
which is given to you to become his child, 
if you will but believe on him. Settle this 
one point ere you leave it. In Acts 16: 31, 
we read, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and THOU SHALT BE’ SAVED.” Have no 
hesitancy, and do not try to-borrow or copy 
any other person’s manner of being saved, 
but step out on the faithfulness of God and 
believe what he says. Even if you have 
no special feeling, you may have a “know- 
so” experience, for you are taking God at 


his word, and you may settle the matter 


right now as you read this. 

I believe in God, for his Word says, 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1). 
Have you grasped that? Accept it and 
rejoice!. Take that whole chapter, and read 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


it again and again, and when Satan appears 
to you and begins his arguments, don’t 
stop and parley with him, but send him 


- away with the Word of God. He will not 


linger. with you, if you will use the truth 
as you have found it in the Bible. He will 
come back, of course, but you must meet 
him always with the one thing, that Jesus 
Christ is true, and then give him the words 
of the book. One more reference I want 
to give you, 1 John 2:1, 2. Remember 
we have “an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.” He pleads 
for us, and he has shed his blood for us, 
and we are saved! 

The other trouble regarding the friend 
of which you spoke will be wiped away, 
and all will be cared for by your friend, 
Jesus Christ! All the hunger for God will 
be satisfied in him, and you will see things 
in a new light. When you yield yourself 
to him as we are told to do in Romans 12: 
I, 2, you will find that you are “trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind.” 
Isn’t it wonderful that we are so changed! 
Accept your Lord, and go forth to serve 
him. Have no communication with your 
enemy; turn your back on all his argu- 
ments, and face him with “Thus saith the 
Lord” even as the Lord Jesus did in his 
temptation. Then, “REJOICE IN THE Lorp”! 
And you will soon forget that Satan ever 
held such a sway over you. Never allow 
him to get such a hold again, for you are 
to walk with your God and to have your 
faith renewed continually as‘ you: walk and 
talk with him! 











Was Our Lord Crucified on Friday ? 

















(Concluded from second page) 
with the present study of the death and 


_resurrection of our Lord. Mr. McQuilkin’s 


statement follows: 


The view that our Lord died on Friday 
raises only one difficulty to be explained, 
the prophecy in Matthew 12: 40, which re- 
fers to the Hebrew expression in Jonah 
1:17 that Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish “three days and three nights.” There 
is a satisfactory solution of this one diffi- 
culty, for in Scripture usage and Jewish 
writers the expression is equivalent to 
“three days,” which all agree can mean one 
day and any part of two other days. The 
Hebrews and other Orientals did not think 
or speak mathematically, and to them it 
was perfectly natural to say “three days 
and three nights,” meaning just what we 
mean by “three days,” and simply empha- 
sizing the fact that the events spoken of 
occupied a continuous time, day and night, 
during parts of three days. 

The view that Wednesday or Thursday 
was the crucifixion day raises many diffi- 
culties that are not only insoluble, but are 
regarded by’ most of those who have studied 
the question as rendering such a view im- 
possible. As the famous French commenta- 
tor Godet wrote: “According to our four 
Gospels, this day was indisputably Friday.” 

It was stated in the Times article that 
our Lord could not have died on Wednes- 
day if he rose on the first day of the week. 
Eight times in the New Testament. the 
statement is repeated that our Lord would 


rise, or did rise, on “the third day.” Sev- 
eral letters from Times readers answer this 
point by boldly declaring for Saturday res- 
urrection. Thus: 

I note that your entire argument in favor 
of Friday crucifixion is built around the 
false tradition that Jesus rose from the 
dead on Sunday, the first day of the week, 
entirely disregarding the fact that there is 
not a single passage in the Bible that sup- 
ports that tradition—A New York reader. 
But there is a Bible passage that plainly 

declares this. “Now when Jesus was risen 
early the first day of the week” (Mark 
16:9). This is the correct translation, as 
given in the King James Version. Any 
view requiring us to believe that the Lord 
did not rise on the first day of the week 
would properly be discredited by practically 
all Christians. That he rose the first day 
of the week is confirmed by the records in 
all the Gospels, when properly interpreted, 
and also by the unbroken testimony of the 
Church of Christ. 

Furthermore another Gospel passage 
shows conclusively that Sunday, or the first 
day of the week, was the resurrection day. 
The risen Lord appeared to the two dis- 
ciples on the way to Emmaus “upon the 
first- day of the week,” for it was “that 
same day” that the two were walking from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus (Luke 24:1, 13). 
And they said to the Lord, as they walked 


together and told him of the crucifixion, ; 


“and beside all this, to day is the third day 
since these things were done” (v. 21). The 
“third day” therefore was Sunday, the res- 
urrection day. 


May 27, 1933 


In Scripture the expression, “the third 
day”. from today means always the day. 
after tomorrow. In Leviticus 7:16, 17 
and in 19:6, 7 we read expressions like 
this: “It shall be eaten the same day ye 
offer it, and on the morrow: and if aught 
remain until the third day, it shall be™ 
burnt with fire.’ In 1 Samuel 20:5 we 
read: Behold, to-morrow is the new 
moon, and I should not fail to sit with the 
king at meat: but let me go, that I may 
hide myself in the field unto the third 
day at even”; and in verse 12, “When I 
have sounded my father about this time 
to-morrow, or the third day.” In Isaiah 
37:30 we read: “Ye shall eat this year 
that which groweth of itself, and in the 
second year that which springeth of the 
same; and in the third year sow ye, and 
reap.” 

There is not the slightest hint in the 
Bible, or out of it, so far as I know, that 
the Jews regarded the expression “the third 
day” as meaning anything except what 
these verses indicate. That is, they always 
include the day that they start with as the 
first day, the morrow as the second day, 
and the day after as the third day. This 
is exactly the way the Jews reckon today. 
When they have a mourning for the dead, 
lasting seven days, if the man die one hour 
before sunset, then that one hour is reck- 
oned as the first of the seven days. This 
simple fact in itself is enough to indicate 
that our Lord Jesus died on Friday, the 
first day, lay in the grave part of that day, 
and all of the second-day, Saturday, and 
rose on the third day, Sunday (the first 
day of the week). 

Several of the Trmes readers urge Thurs- 
day as the day, and one of these letters 
should be noted: 


He disposes of the Wednesday theory, 
which doesn’t seem to us very difficult to 
do, but he dodges the Thursday theory.— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 


It was not the intention to dodge the 
Thursday theory, but attention was given 
to the Wednesday view because its insis- 
tence upon a literal three days and three 
nights appears to many to be a mark of 
loyalty to the Scriptures. The Thursday 
view does not insist on a literal interpre- 
tation, but suggests that we must have a 
part of each of three nights as well as a 
part of each of three days. But if we 
admit that the Hebrews used an expression 
of this sort in what we would count a 
figurative sense, it is reasonable to apply - 
the figure just a step further, recognizing 
Friday as the day of crucifixion, the view 
the Church has always held, and the view 
attended by least difficulty. 

In any case, the facts concerning “the 
third day” are quite as much against 
Thursday as against Wednesday, for the 
Hebrew and Bible way of reckoning would 
count Thursday the first day, and the third 
day would be Saturday. Moreover, the 
attempted explanation of Luke 23:54 to 
24:2 (by the Wednesday advocates), which 
makes the first sabbath mentioned (v. 54) 
the passover sabbath, the other (v. 56), 
the weekly sabbath, with a day between to 


-buy spices, is an explanation that cannot be 


used by those who hold to Thursday. They 


-have to accouat for two sabbaths, the pass- 


over sabbath and the weekly sabbath, com- 
ing one after the other, and there seems 
no possible way to fit two such sabbaths 


into Luke’s words. 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 11. JESUS ON THE CROSS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 15 : 1-47 
Golden Text.—God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were ye. sinners, Christ died for us.—Rom. 5:8 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 1§ : 22-39 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 15: 22 And.they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which 
is, being interpreted, The place: of a skull. 

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but 
he received it not. ; 

24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. 

26 And the superscription of his accusation was written over, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right 
hand, and the other on his left. 

28 And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was num- 
bered with the transgressors. : 

29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in 
three days, 

30 Save thyself, and come. down from the cross. 

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves 
with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. 

32 Let Christ the King of Israel- descend now from the cross, 
that we may see and‘believe. And they that were crucified with 
him reviled him. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. ; : ; 

34 And at the ninth hour ‘Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?. which is, being interpreted, My God 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me? , 

35 And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, 
Behold, he calleth Elias. : : 

36 And one ran and filled.a spunge full of vinegar, and put ¢t on 
a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether 
Elias will come to take him down. | 

37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to: the bottom. q ; ’ 

39 And when the centurion, which stood over. against him, saw 
that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this 
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Mark-15: 22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which 
is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 23 And they offered 
him wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. 24 And they 
crucify him, and part his garments among them, casting lots upon 
them, what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour, and 
they crucified him. 26 And the superscription of his accusation was 
written over, THE KING OF THE Jews. 27 And with him they cru- 
cify two robbers; one on his right hand, and one on his left.1 29 And 
they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
Ha! thou that destroyest the ?temple, and buildest it in three days, 
30 save thyself, and come down from the cross. 31 In like manner 
also the chief priests mocking him among themselves with the scribes 
said, He saved others; *himself he cannot save. 32 Let the Christ, 
the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, that we may 
see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reproached 
him. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over 
the whole ‘land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which 
is, being interpreted, My God, my God, ® why hast thou forsaken 
me? 35 And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, 
Behold, he calleth Elijah. 36 And one ran, and filling a sponge 
full of vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, 
Let be; let us see whether Elijah cometh to take him down. 37 And 
Jesus uttered a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 38 And the veil 
of the ?temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom. 39 And 
when the centurion, who stood by over against him, saw that he °so 
gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was 7the Son of God. 

1Many ancient authorities insert verse 28, And the scripture 
was fulfilled which saith, And he was reckoned with transgressors. 

See Luke 22:37. *Or, sanctuary. Or, can he not save him- 

self? *Or, earth. *°Or, why didst thou forsake me? ® Many 

ancient authorities read, so cried out, and gave up the ghost. 
™Or, a.son of God. 
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man was the Son of God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
"[ te Cross, central fact of our Ckris- 


tian faith, is at the heart of every 

true Bible lesson. We do well to 
study much the historical fact on which 
the great truth of atonement rests. A col- 
lege student in a Bible class taught by the 
man who. was. counted: the otitstanding 
Christian teacher in the university asked, 
“What was the difference between the 
death of Socrates and the death of Jesus 
Christ?” Socrates, the professor said, was 
put to death by the poison hemlock, Christ 
by crucifixion. Socrates was accused of 
corrupting the youth of Athens and turn- 
ing them away. from the ancestral gods. 
Christ was accused of giving false teach- 
inz and turning the people from the true 
religion. Both maintained to the end the 
truth of their teachings. The outstanding 
difference, the professor concluded, was 
that Jesus died as a young man of thirty- 
three, while Socrates was an old man of 
seventy, with none of the fires and pas- 
sions of- youth, and with his life work 
completed. Not a word did this “Chris- 
tian” teacher say of the fact that Christ 
rose again, which Socrates did not; that 
Christ suffered unutterable agony before 
he died, as Socrates did not; that Christ 
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made atonement for all other men, which 
Socrates did not. Let us, in the study of 
this lesson, enter as never before into the 
meaning of the Death of our Lord and 
understand how those last four words of 
our Golden Text separate this Death 
from all other deaths: “Christ died for 
us.” 





Golgotha 
By the late Amos R. Wells 


NDLESS gain and endless loss, gain 

and glory of the cross, price of mortal 
death and sin, God the Saviour strong to 
win! Ah, himself he could not save from 
the darkness of the grave, but how many 
millions he saved from death eternally! 
From that hill exalted high to the black 
and angry sky, with what grace divine he 
fell to our deepest pit of hell! Hateful 
sinners all were we yet he loved us tender- 
ly. Little knowing what was done, how 
we scorned the Holy One! Men and 
angels fell away from our Lord that dread- 
ful day. God himself, he seemed to 
know, had abandoned him to woe. How 
to us of human mold can the tragic tale 
be told?) How can our dull vision see 
what befell on Calvary? Jesus, Saviour, 
Ransom, Lord,, thy redeeme@ with one 
accord bring eternal gratitude for thine 
ever-bless¢d Rood! 











of Religious Education. 


The Historical Setting 

Our Lord was crucified at nine o’clock 
(the third hour) on Friday morning, “the 
Preparation,” having been tried before 
Pilate between six and seven in the morn- 
ing (John 19:14). He was taken down 
after three o’clock. We are taking the view 
that Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe 
the Passover supper, and that the crucifix- 
ion took place on the fifteenth of Nisan. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 15:22.—Golgotha ... The place 
of a skull. Golgotha is the Aramaic word 
for “skull,” translated by the Latin “Cal- 
varia,” hence the word Calvary. Probably 
meaning a place shaped like a skull, and 
thought by many scholars to refer to a 
place beyond the city wall outside the great 
northern gate, “nigh to the city” (John 19: 
20; Heb, 13:12). The site now covered 
by “The Church of the Holy Sepulchre” 
almost certainly was inside the wall. 

Verse 23.—Wine mingled with myrrh. 
The women were accustomed to give this 
drink to the condemned criminals, to 
stupefy the senses. He received it not. 
Our Lord was to drink his Cup with 
clearest consciousness to the end. 


Verse 24.—When they had crucified him. 
The evangelist passes over the horrible de- 
tails of this most shameful and most agon- 
izing of all deaths devised by man. Parted’ 
his garments, casting lots. ‘Probably they 
cast lots as to which of the four separate 
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garments each soldier should take, as well 
as for the seamless woven inner garment 
(John 19:24; Psa. 22: 18). 

Verse 25.—It was the third hour. 
o'clock in the morning. See Historical 
Setting. And they crucified him. In solemn 
repetition, and in brief, pregnant words 
the central fact of time and eternity is re- 
corded. 


Verse 27—Two thieves. The word is 
“robbers,” like Barabbas (John 18: 40); 
thought to belong to his band (Luke 23: 
19). On his right hand, . . . on his left. 
The places that James and John wanted on 
the right and left of the Throne. 

Verse 28.—Numbered with the trans- 
gressors. In two ways. Our Lord him- 
self quoted this prophecy @Luke 22: 37). 

Verse 29.—Railed on him. They hated 
him without a cause (John 15:25). Mark 
the heaped up insult and the inhuman bit- 
terness directed against this harmless and 
undefiled One, not against the robbers. 
Thou that destroyest the temple. This ac- 
cusation of the false witnesses was passed 
on to the people, and much discussed by 
them. 

Verse 31.—He saved others. To the 
very end his enemies gave testimony to 
the reality of his miracles of healing 
and raising the dead. Himself he cannot 
save, They knew not how true they spoke. 
He could have called more than twelve 
legions of angels (Matt. 26:53) to rescue 
him. But because he came to save others 
he must lose his own life. 


Verse 32.—Let Christ the King of Israel 
descend now. Even in their Satanic mock- 
ing they bear testimony to who he is. That 


we may see and believe. But they would: 


not. To the very end, the evil and adul- 
terous generation were asking a _ sign 
(Matt. 12:39). They had seen many mir- 
acles and did not believe. When they had 
the infallible sign of the resurrection, they 
still rejected him. They that were cru- 
cified with him reviled him. Perhaps both 
robbers. did this at first and later the one 
repented (Luke 23: 39-43). 

Verse 33.—The sixth hour .. . darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
Probably meaning over the land of Israel, 
from noon till three o’clock. It was a 
supernatural darkness, not an eclipse, as it 
was the full moon, with the earth between 
the moon and the sun. 


Verse 34.—Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
Mark quotes all the words in Aramaic, 
the others using the Hebrew word “Eli.” 
My God, ... why? See Heart of the 
Lesson. 

Verse 36.—A spunge full of vinegar. Or 
sour wine, offered as a kindness, and evi- 
dently in response to his cry, “I thirst” 
(John 19:39). He: refused a stupefying 
drink at the beginning, but took some of 
this. 

Verse 37.—Jesus cried with a loud voice. 
Probably to be identified with the cry, “It 
is finished” (John 19: 30), but some regard 
it as a loud cry of pain. In any case, it 
was not a natural death by crucifixion, 
which resulted in utter exhaustion. Gave 
up the ghost. He laid down his life vol- 
untarily (John 10:17, 18). 

Verse 38.—The veil of the temple was 
rent in twain. .Miraculously rent, by God, 
from the top to the bottom, indicating that 
the way into the most holy was open 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the yedr. may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 
11, June 11.—Jesus on the Cross ..Mark 15 : 1-47 
12. June 18.—Jesus Rises from the Dead. 
Mark 16 :1-20 
13. June 25.—Review: Jesus Our Lord and 


Saviour. 
Third Quarter 
. July 2—Joshua, Joshua, Chapters 1-6, 23, 24 
. July o—Caleb ....Numbers 13; Joshua 14 
. July 16.—Deborah ..Judges, Chapters 4, 5§ 
. July 23.—Isaiah Denounces Drunken- 
ness and Other Sins (Temperance 
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AMBUGIE ox 55 ti set Ves eceeadise Isaiah 5 : 1-30 
5. July 30.—Gideon ...... Judges, Chapters 6-8 
6. August 6.—Ruth ........ The Book of Ruth 








through the slain body of Christ (Heb. 10: 
19, 20). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

To understand the meaning of the “Or- 
phan Cry” on the cross is to understand 
the heart of the atonement and the heart 
of God. But only God the Father and God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit can fully 
understand that cry: “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” We may 
read it, “Why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Our Lord prophesied that all others would 
forsake him, “yet I am not alone, because 
the Father is with me” (John 16:32). 
But now the Father’s face is hidden, his 
wrath is falling on the Son, made sin for 
us — indescribable agony beyond that dread 
foretaste in Gethsemane. Or we may read 
it, “Why hast thou forsaken me?” He alone 
of all men deserved not to be forsaken. 
Or we may read, “Why hast thou forsaken 
me?” God’s servants are permitted bitter 
sufferings, but are never forsaken. Paul 
was “persecuted, but not forsaken” (2 Cor. 
4:9). This One on the cross was the only 
one of God’s servants ever to be forsaken. 
“Why hast thou forsaken me?” Why was 
it necessary for Christ to die? We have 
the answer when we ask, Who put Christ 
to death? Satan, the Jews, the Gentiles, 
an Apostle — Judas, God the Father; and 
yet no one put him to death, for he laid 
down his own life. It was J who put Christ 
to death, for my sins were laid on him by 
the Father. 


Lesson Outlines 
“Tuey Cruciriep Him” 


1. Manner of His Death, and human 
facts surrounding it. 


2. Meaning of His Death to God. 
3. Meaning of His Death to us. 
Tue Prope oF Mark 15 


(1) Chief priests, elders, scribes. (2) 
Pilate. (3) Barabbas. (4) Multitude 
of the people. (5) Soldiers. (6) Simon 


of Cyrene. (7) Two robbers. (8) The 
Centurion. (9) Women, with Mary 
Magdalene: the other Mary, Salome. 


(10) Joseph of Aramathza. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Atonement.—Christ’s death sprang 
out of the love of God (John 3:16; Rom. 
5:8). Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 
15:3), a ransom for all (1 Tim. 2:6), a 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world 
(1 John 2:2). His death was sacrificial, 
that is a propitiation offered to God (Rom. 
3:25). It was vicarious or substitutionary. 
That is, he the righteous and sinless One 
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who as man had fulfilled all the require- 
ments of God’s righteousness, died, not for 
himself, but in the place of the unrighteous 
and sinful ones. Those who receive him 
by faith are counted righteous before God, 
and no sin past or future will ever come 
before us to condemn us. Christians who 
sin are dealt with by God as a Father 
who chastises, not as a Judge who con- 
demns. 


Other Special Topics—The Trial Be- 
fore Pilate. Pilate’s Character. The 
Seven Sayings on the Cross. Fulfilled 
Prophecies. Parallel Accounts (see Les- 
son Questions). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Accept God’s view of sin, Only at the 
Cross may we see what sin really means. 
On the human side, we notice that the 
high priests for enmity delivered him up, 
that Pilate to please the crowd and to 
maintain his political favor delivered him 
up, that Judas because of his love of money 
and earthly-mindedness delivered him up. 
On the divine side, God the Father laid 
all of our sins upon Christ, and so great 
and terribie is this sin against an infinite 
God that only the blood of God could avail 
to touch it. In order to see grace, men 
must first see sin. Perhaps the greatest 
need in the Church as well as in the world, 
in our day, is a conviction of sin. 

Accept God’s Atonement for sin. | If 
we add anything to Christ’s words, “It is 
finished,” so far as regards our acceptance 
with God, we nullify the cross. If men’s 
works count by the tiniest iota toward 
salvation, then “Christ died for naught.” 

Accept God’s view of the lost condition 
of men who do not receive Christ. This is 
a tremendous challenge to us to take the 
news of the death of Christ to lost men 
about us, and to the millions who have 
never heard, 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

His Death was the Death that conquered 
death, 

Was Barabbas looking on at the Man 
who died on the cross that he had merited? 

Nothing was spared at any point to add 
to the sufferings of our Saviour: there 
was none to help (Psa. 22:11). 

“Why, I am a thief, and I. belong on 
that middle cross!” said a notorious. thief 
convicted of sin by the story of the three 
crosses: each of us can say, “I belong 
there,” for the Man who hung there was 
there for me. 


On the cross the Holy God was recon- 
ciled to sinful man, and now we as God’s 
ambassadors are to call on men, “Be ye 
reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5: 19-21). 


The inexpressible love of Christ for men 
shines out against a background of inde- 
scribable hatred and cruelty and bitter re- 
vilings and contempt. 


Only at the Cross do I learn what sin 
is, and there only do I learn what love 
for sinners is. 

Had our Lord been drugged he would 
not have prayed for the soldiers, nor saved 
the robber, nor cared for his mother, nor 
suffered the full separation from the Father, 
nor commended his spirit into his hands, 
nor voluntarily laid down his life: he. min- 
istered. to the end, and gave his life a ran- 
som (Mark 10:45). 

Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Lesson for June 11 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet =e 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be, 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note! 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School! 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


ont eee ig &, be given to illustrations on, 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are ed to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

A Mother Bird’s Love—and How 
Much More!—God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us (Golden Text). 
How little even Christians really under- 
starid God’s great love for us! Last spring, 
when they were trimming the trees on our 
street, one day just a little before lunch 
time the men cut off a limb in which was 
a bird’s nest with four baby birds in it. 
The little birds were killed in the fall; 
soon the little mother bird came, and she 
flew over and back again and again, calling, 
calling,. calling in her effort to find her 
babies, Soon the men sat down on the 
grass near the tree and ate their lunch, 
and still that little mother bird kept flying 
over their heads and calling. Finally 
something dropped with a thud almost at 
the feet of one of the men, he stooped 
and picked it up, and it was that little 
broken-hearted mother bird. dead. Dear 
Christians, if that is the love and yearning 
in a little mother bird’s heart, how God’s 
great heart must yearn for his lost and 
straying children! Not only for those who 
have tasted his love and then wandered, 
but for the Jast and least soul on this old 
earth—Sent. by Mrs. A. C. Burgess (a 
true incident that happened in front of our 
house), Oberlin, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


“We Can Only See a Little.”—God 
commendeth his love toward us (Golden 
Text). 


We can only see a little of the ocean —* 
Just a few miles distant from the rocky 
shore ; 
But out: there — far beyond our eyes’ horizon, 
There’s more, immeasurably more. 


We can only see a little of God’s loving — 
‘A few rich treasures from His mighty 
store ; 
But out there — far beyond our eyes’ horizon, 
There’s more —there’s infinitely more. 
—Sent by Abbie C. Morrow, Los Angeles, 
Cal. 


Two Slums.—God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us (Golden Text). 
It was once said of the ministry of F. B. 
Meyer, “He supported every effort to get 
a man out of a slum. He was more con- 
cerned, however, to get the slum out of the 
man.” Man’s first and great need is to be 
born again. And the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is the only power that can give a man a 
new heart.—From Christian Victory. Sent 
by Mary F. Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


Which Love Saves ?—His love toward us 
(Golden Text). A good man was very 
ill, and his friends eame to comfort him. 
They remembered his good deeds, and how 
he had always cared for the lambs of 
Christ’s flock. One. prayed, “Lord, thou 
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knowest how. he loves thee.” “Ah, my 
friends,” said the sick man, “do not say 
that. When Mary and Martha went to 
Jesus; their message was not, ‘Lord, he 
who loveth thee is sick,’ but, ‘He whom 
thou lovest.’ It is not my imperfect love 
to him that gives me comfort, but his per- 
fect love to me.’—From The Christian 
Herald. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


Mostly Hidden.—While we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us (Golden Text). 
It is computed that only from one-tenth 
to one-eighth of an iceberg is visible above 
the water line. A London preacher said, 
“When you are tempted to judge sin from 
its superficial appearance, and to judge it 
leniently, remember that sins are like ice- 
bergs —the greater part of them is out of 
sight!”—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Miss Lide Martin, Ripley, Ohio. 


What the Nail Means.—Chrisi died for 
us (Golden Text). In olden times when 
a bill was paid, instead of attaching “re- 
ceived payment” and the main signatures, 
the paper was folded and a nail driven 
through it. -Jesus Christ bore our sins in 
his own body on the tree, taking God’s bill 
of indebtedness (all that was written in 
ordinances against us), and nailing it to 
the cross. When we accept Christ (the 
Gift of God), through whose hands and 
feet the nails have been driven, we have 
in our possession a receipt in full for every 
debt ever incurred to a holy God.—From 
The King’s Business. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinaly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT object is the truest expression of 
ae eee of sin in the sight of 
od? 


2. Where else in the Bible, besides Mark 15: 
21, do we find, probably, these two sons of 
Simon of Cyrene mentioned ? 


How can we account for the apparent 
differences (but never contradictions) in the 
Gospel records of our Lord’s suffering and 
death ? 


4. Was the substitutionary and atoning 
character of the death of Christ known only 
when God revealed it through Paul? 

5. What would have been the consequences 
if our Lord, in answer to the taunts of his 
enemies, had “come down from the cross”? 
(Mark 15: 30; Matt. 27: 39, 40.) 

6. Was it the physical death of Christ, or 
a spiritual death — separation from God — 
that paid the penalty? 

7. Was Christ really separated from the 
Father on the cross? If so, how could he be 
God? 

8. What verses in the Bible tell us most 
about Christ’s sufferings on the cross, and 
his own feelings? 

9. What other secret follower of our Lord 
set Joseph of Arithmathea to bury the 

y 


10. What rather remarkable omissions may 
be noted in Mark’s story of the crucifixion, 
considering his habit of noting details? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later: pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Facing Death Like a Man.—They gave 
him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: 
but he received it not (Mark 15:23). 
“Say, Doctor, I want you to promise that 
you will let me die like a man,” begged a 
sick man here in Coatesville. ‘What did 
the dying man mean?” I asked the doctor. ~ 
“He did not want to pass out under the 
influence of morphia,” was the reply. 

“Wine mingled with myrrh,’ was a 
merciful mixture provided by tender- 
hearted women of that day to mitigate 
the agonizing pain of the terrible torture 
of crucifixion. It was the ancient substi- 
tute for “dope.” The Lord Jesus, who was 
a real man, desired, like our Coatesville 
neighbor, to die “like a man,” consequently, 
“he received it not.” 

A good doctor in these days can soothe 
the pain without befuddling the brain. Only 
the other day a surgeon performed a great 
operation on himself by local anesthetic, 
to the amazement of his fellow doctors and 
all the world. Those who have gone down 
to the very door and threshold of death and 
returned tell us it is no terrible thing to 
die. For a Christian it is no more than 
going to bed and falling to sleep (Acts 
7:60; 13: 36). 

John Cummings was helping dig a cel- 
lar around on Chestnut Street, when sud- 
denly the earth gave way and buried him 
alive. They dug him out for dead, but after 
a lot of hard work he was revived. “John, 
how does it feel to die?” I asked. “Mr. 
Ridgway, if that was the approach of 
death, as I am sure it was, I can tell you 
old Death is nobody to be afraid of, if 
you are all right with God. It was pain- 
less and peaceful. I never knew what 
happened. Just like dropping off to sleep!” 
This was twenty years ago. Today as I 
write another Coatesville young man has 
been brought back to life after being “dead” 
eight hours. I heard him give exactly the 
same testimony as John Cummings. Jesus 
wanted to die with his human faculties 
awake and acute and able to say to his 
dear mother, “Woman, behold thy son!” 
and say to his best friend, “Behold thy 
mother!” (John 19: 26, 27.) 


“Up Town” and “Down Town.” —W ith 
him they crucify two thieves (v. 27). Jesus 
was not hung upon a gallows of honor 
with a Major Andre or a Nathan Hale. 
He did not die a patriot along with other 
patriots. He died as a common criminal 
along with other confessed criminals. And 
will you all carefully take notice that this 
is exactly where he has hung all down the 
centuries. He has ever been identified with 
the outcast, the lowly, the unfortunate, the 
lost. “The friend of publicans and sin- 
ners” (Matt. 18:11; Luke 7: 34). 

There is a woman’s magazine called 
Vogue. Issue after issue it pictures the 
faces, the habits, the clothes, the doings 
of the so-called “Society” of New York 
and across the sea, with excursions now 
and then to other social centers. I have 
at times watched it for weeks, and never 
once have I found ary account of the fine 
lady going down with sympathy and help 
to where misery is. And of course this is 
not surprising, for “Upper Crust” has 
small interest in “Under Crust,” and’ so 
why should “Society” go down town? But 
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here is the sad and significant fact. I have 
rarely read a name or looked upon a pic- 
tured face known in the world of things 
religious or things of helpfulness. Oh, 
yes, there are one or two, now and then, 
but they are the scarce exceptions that 
prove the rule, 

This: note is written as “hard times” are 
upon us. Thousands of good men and wo- 
men are out of work and “right up against 
it.” Little children have no shoes. Good 
citizens who saved and tried to own a home 
are losing all those savings and the sheriffs 
are overwhelmed with sales. Amid it all, 
Nero fiddles as Rome burns. You do not 
hear of any great religious awakening on 
the Avenue, do you? But the Christ hangs 


high down there in the Tenderloin and ° 


Under World, where the perishing among 
men can, and do, look and cry, “Lord, re- 
member me!” And the gates of Paradise 
open for the “Down Town” with the 
words, “To day ... with me in Paradise.” 


The Unforgiven Sin.—My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me? (v. 34.) “Oh, 
you poor God-forsaken creature” is a very 
common expression when we see extreme 
human or animal distress and misery. 
While this is a mere colloquialism, yet 
when we come to think seriously about it 
the ne plus ultra of all that is terrible in 
this world is to feel you are forsaken of 
God. When some poor misguided fellow 
in “sweli” clothes and bootlegger breath 
and barroom language tells me he has no 
use for church fanatics and their fool re- 
ligion I only reply with a smile, “Old man, 
don’t you wish you had some use for 
church folks and their fool religion?” And 
then as he tries to grasp what I mean I 
add, “Maybe you would stand higher and 
better both in the business world and 
among those who know you.” I do not 
quote Scripture. What does he understand 
in Scripture? 

The Gospels have something to say about 
the unpardonable sin. What this is we 
are not discussing now, but it is evident 
if a man ever commits this sin he will be 
forsaken of God (Matt. 12:31). Jesus in 
bearing the sins of the world, and the 
worst the world had to offer for a human 
soul, had to face this torture of the God- 
forsaken. He did not cry out in agony 
as the nails were driven into the nerve 
centers of feet and hands, as agonizing as 
this must have been. But when he felt 
himself forsaken of God out went this 
heart-rending cry, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” 

When the anti-religious one gets into 
eruption I never waste any time or brain 
power in discussion or argument. Just let 
the “lava” flow. Then when the smoke 
has floated away quietly say, “Perhaps you 
feel this way about things religious be- 
cause at some time you have sinned against 
the Holy Ghost and that Jesus said such 
shall not be forgiven unto men. My poor 
fellow, when a man has come to this his 
religious taste is gone forever, and things 
of God are to him as garlic would be to 
a society bud!” : 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Don’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times? Send in four Get Ac- 


quainted subscriptions (25 cents, each, for 
10 weeks), and the binder is yours. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The marks of a Saviour: 2, Gave his life 
“a ransom.” 


(1) “The Son of God... loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 


(2) He saved others; 
not save. 


(3) Made free from the: law of sin. 


himself he would 











EAD the little ones gently up the hill 

of Calvary, and turn their gaze upon 
the Saviour as he hangs upon the cross. 
If possible have a good picture of the cru- 
cifixion to show them. Make it all very 
personal, stressing especially the fact that 
“the Son of God... . loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

A little boy once went to. his mother with 
an open picture book in his hand, and 
pointing to a picture of the crucifixion 
said, “Tell me about it, Mother.” The 
mother hesitated, thinking he was too young 
to understand, but the little laddie per- 
sisted, and she told him as simply as she 


could. When she had finished -he turned - 


solemn eyes upon her, and said with deep 
feeling, “Wasn't he a dear Lord to die for 
met’”’ . 

A little girl sat beside her father in 
church listening to a preacher as he told 
the story of Calvary. Suddenly she burst 
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into tears. “What is the matter, dear?” 
asked her father. “Oh,” she said, “the 
Lord Jesus died for my sins.” 

Make it your aim that each child present . 
should have the realization that the Lord 
Jesus died on the cross for him or her 
personally. 

Bring out the fact that when the Lord 
Jesus laid down his life, it was a voluntary 
act. “No man taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself” (John 10:18). He 
who could still the raging of the storm, 
heal the sick, and raise the dead, need not 
have died on the cross, but he freely gave 
his life in order to save us. “He saved 
others; himself he cannot save” (Mark 
15:31) was the taunt flung at him, and 
how gloriously true it was! Had he come 
down from the cross, as he could so easily 
have done, we could not have been saved. 
In order to save us, he must not save him- 
self. It was because he refused to save 
himself that now “he is able ... to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him” (Heb. 7: 25). 

Before their freedom was given them, the 
colored people in the Southern States could 
not do as they liked, for they were slaves, 
and could only do what their masters told 
them. News traveled very slowly in those’ ' 
days, and it was a long time before all 
those in slavery had heard of the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, which gave them 
their freedom. But I know many boys and — 
girls who are slaves — slaves to sin and to 


THE THREE TREES 











time came, 


of N 


“When the woman saw 
that the tree was - - - to 
be desired to make one 
wise, she - - did eat.” 
Gen. 3:6 





that we, being dead to sins, 





“AND THEY OVERCAME HIM (SATAN) BY THE BLOOD OF 
THE LAMB, AND BY THE WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY.” — 


Revelation 12:11 


“But when the fulness of the 
_ - ate sent ny his 
, born of a woman’* “Jesus 
ljazareth - --- whom they 
slew and hanged on a tree’* 
*“Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having 
a curse for us; for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree.” 
4:4 RV. t Acts 10: 


“Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
x body on the tree, 


Peter 2:24 




















become 











“To him that overcom- 
eth will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which 
is in the midst of the 
paradise of God.” 

Rev 2:7 
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should live unto righteousness” 











Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides. 

taining 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected sermon out of each series. They 

may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored. or 75c each colored, from The 
McIntosh Stereopticon Company, 549 West Randolph Street, Chicago. 


There are 20 series of these, con- 
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Satan. They need not be slaves any longer, 
for the Lord Jesus died on the cross to 
make them “free from the law of sin” 
(Rom. 8:2). 
Free, free, free! 
For he carried my sins on the tree, 
And he lives in my heart, 
So sin must depart, 
And I’m free, free, free! 


Expression Work 


Let each child in turn repeat the Mem- 
ory Verse, putting his or her own name 
instead of “the world” and “whosoever.” 
Write the above chorus on the blackboard, 
and repeat it all together at the end. 

York, Enc. 

we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


- A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the unspeakable gift of 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
thank thee that thou didst love vs while we 
-were yet sinners, and that Christ died for us, 
not through any worthiness of our own, but 
because of our unworthiness as sinners and our 
unutterable need. . We would humble ourselves 
before thee today in the shadow of the cross. 
“All the light of sacred story gathers round 
its head sublime.” It is in this cross that we 
glory today, and as we think of our Lord upon 
that cross, may we give ourselves anew to 
him in unreserved surrender. Lord, grant that 
we may in some way show to thee in our lives 
that we are not forgetful of Calvary. Take 
away our selfishness, our thought of self, and 
give us a due sense of thy marvelous goodness 
to man, and thy sacrifice for his sin, and in 
taking our place as our substitute before a 
just and holy God. We ask this in the name 
of ‘him who gave himself that we might live. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What does the cross 
mean: to you? Is it just a symbol of brave 
sacrifice? Is it a sign that some one took 
enough interest in man to train a little 
body of followers, and then to die for what 
he believed? The cross is much more than 
this. The burden of the cross was not in 
so much, weight laid upon the shoulders of 
the despised and -rejected Jesus, but the 
burden of that-.cross upon him was the sin 
of the world, the penalty for which he was 
paying in the place of all who would, be- 
lieve on him to redeem them, to save them 
from the condition of the lost. How can 
we take the cross lightly! How can we do 
other than bow our heads in humble broken- 
heartedness for love of that Saviour who 
gave his life for us, not when we were 
improved or worthy or free from sin, but 
while we were yet sinners. Is there anyone 
here today who is turning his back on that 
cross and on the Saviour? Is there anyone 
who thinks there will be plenty of time 
to settle his relation to Christ? You do 
not ‘know of any time that may be given 
to you except the present. Let us sing 
together, “Jesus, I my cross have taken,” 
and as we sing, let us consider prayerfully 
just how fart we can sing that loyally and 
truthfully. 
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HE DIED FOR OF 
3 INNERS 
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Currstran Yours is the Times weekly 
paper for young people: 


- and jaw hopelessly exposed, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A skull. 


Discussion: Let the fellows name some of 
the things that eyes and ears and palate 
and brain cannot safely entertain; then 
suggest how thtey may be avoided. 


Objective: Our faculties servants of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


AY, fellows, we have come to the scene 

of the crucifixion. Have you ever 
thought of yourself as following the crowd 
there? Where would you stand to view 
it? How close to the cross would you 
get? Could you watch it through? Would 
you want to hear the dying words of the 
Saviour? You may answer these ques- 
tions to yourself. 

For a few moments let us think of the 
place of the execution. Calvary, it was 
called —the Latin for “skull,” and Gol- 
gotha, the Hebrew for “place of the skull” 
— because the hill was in the shape of a 
skull. To us who are not doctors, a skull 
is a tragic sight, because of what it mutely 
tells. Those two hollow sockets once con- 
tained seeing eyes; they are gone now. 
The hearing eardrums have disappeared. 
Senses of taste and smell have taken flight; 
the brain has been scooped out and the 
citadel of thought is empty. With teeth 
it bears a 
sheepish grin, as though in mockery of its 
own plight. 

f That’s a gruesome picture, fellows; but 
it is not half so ugly as the. less recog- 
nized picture of. sin in a well-shaped head 
in the flesh, with seeing eyes, hearing ears, 
and a functioning brain. When a fellow’s 
eyes look upon impurity he is allowing 
that valuable servant to render itself worse 
than nothing. His sockets had better be 
vacant than that their tenants should feed 
upon the things that damn his soul. That 


- is what our Lord meant when he said: “If 


thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom 
of God with one eye, than having two eyes 
to be cast into hell fire’ (Mark 9:47). 
And the same might be said of other facul- 
ties. God has given us a wonderful think- 
ing organ called the brain. Yet, if not 
guarded, it will easily occupy itself with 
thoughts that make it worse than nothing. 
One Mr. Ingersoll had a colossal brain — 
a superb thinking mind. He was naturally 
brilliant, and he cultivated his mind with 
every facility for its development; but he 
closed the door to Jesus Christ, and that 
great intellect became a liability to the 
world, instead of an asset as it might have 
been. He used it to wreck the faith of 
thousands — perhaps hundreds of thou- 
sands. It had been better if his brain 
had been scooped out; better for the 
world. 

So it is. with sin—and sin is universal, 
Sin had taken possession of the human 
race, when Jesus Christ came to the world 
to die to pay the penalty for that sin, and 
to satisfy divine justice. Thus, Golgotha 
was an appropriate place for his crucifix- 
ion. Your case and mine were like the 
skull. We were worse than nothing, 
through sin. But when you and I accept 
Jesus Christ as our atoning Saviour be- 
fore God, then we become alive again— 
this time with eyes that see and ears that 
hear aright; with brain that thinks. God’s 
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thoughts and heart that loves his law. If 
every fellow who has not accepted that 
atonement and received that new life could 
see himself as worse than a skull, it would 
not take him long to decide what he should 
do, do you think? 

Let us look to Jesus today and praise 
him with thanksgiving, that we have been 
saved from the Skull. 


Greenssoro, N, C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SESUS ON THE CROSS 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: Two pictures, one of @ 
horrible savage, the other of a beau- 
tiful child. 











HICH one of these people would you 

love best? Why not this one? Oh, 
he is ugly and savage and wicked? Yes, 
he is very unlovely, I admit. And I guess 
we are all a good deal alike. We are will- 
ing to love the beautiful, lovely people, the 
clean, decent, educated people. 

Now I want you to say the Golden Text 
for me. “While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” “While we were yet 
SINNERS —” Which one of these peo- 
ple did Christ love most? Which one did 
he die for? Yes, both of them. 

Let me tell you a secret. Christ loves 
the ugly and the wicked and the unlovely. 
We were all sinners, horrible in his sight, 
yet he loved us enough to die for us. Be- 
cause Christ died for me, and I accept 
his sacrifice, he can make me love this 
savage. I can’t love him myself, but the 
power of the Cross in my life can perform 
the miracle. That is why missionaries can 
love heathen people enough to give their 
lives for thern. Just what does the Cross 
mean in your life? 

Monesto, CAL. 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Mark’s story of the Saviour (continued) 
| 4, Crucified by Roman soldiers. 

2. Dying.— as “the Son of God.” 

3. Buried by secret followers. 











ARK’S account of the crucifixion of 
our Lord must be supplemented by 
that of the other three narrators of this, 
the centralizing event of the ages. But, 
brief though it is, stressing only certain 
high points in those dark hours, it yet bears 
the stamp of Mark’s keen power of observ- 
ing the crux of every situation, and his 
vivid manner of relating things so that they 
seem actually to “happen” before your eyes, 
as you read. Try reading Mark 15: 22-47 
aloud to your girls, from the Weymouth 
translation — very quietly and deliberately, 
without comment, until you open the dis- 
cussion under the heads suggested above. 
Before you note these three natural di- 
visions in this passage, ask each girl to 
express her strongest feeling as she lis- 
tened to the reading. Note their faces and 
manner. Do any seem really to care about 
this supreme suffering of body and soul 
the Saviour bore, for us? Tell them of 
that poor Hindu girl—in the old zenana 
days of early Christian missions to India 
— who wept aloud when she first heard 
the story of the cross from the lips. of a 
young American woman, crying, “Oh, did 
he love me that much? No one else ever 
did! Oh, how I love him!” The American 
girl confessed, in telling this incident, that 
she who had known of this Saviour’s love 
all her life had never shed one tear over 


his suffering for her until that Hindu girl ° 


brought home to her heart what it really 
meant. Your girls doubtless know this 
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story well enough, but how much do they 
care? 


1. The brutal cruelty of the soldiers, the 
watching mob, as well as the passers-by 
would move our hearts were they told of 
any other dying innocently and unjustly — 
how do they affect your girls? 


2. The love shown for others, by him 
who died on that Roman cross; his suffer- 
ing of body and soul; and his complete vic- 
tory in his accomplished task and his fully 
confirmed faith—do your girls agree with 
that centurion that this must be none other 
than “the Son of God” who so died? 


3. Are your girls willing to love him 
in secret, as did Joseph and Nicodemus, ex- 
pressing their love only after his need for 
such expressions of loyalty was past? Do 
not their hearts rather cry — 


I want to love Thee now, dear Lord, 
Now, while Thou needst me 

In the battle of life, for others’ sake, 
I'll give Thee my loyalty. 

I want to love Thee now, dear Lord, 
Now, while I’m young and free, 

And the whole of life is mine to give 
I'll give all my love to Thee. 


Home Study 


Write the words of Jesus which you find 
in the following references: Luke 23: 34; 
Luke 23:43; John 19:26; Mark 15: 34; 
John 19:26; John 19:30, Luke 23: 46. 
What do these seven sayings of Jesus re- 
veal to -you concerning him, in his last 
hours before death? What think you of 
this Christ? 

Decatur, Ga. 


. i) . 

This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for June 11) 

1. The cross. 

2. See Romans 16:13 for one Rufus who 
might be this same one; and Acts 19: 33 for 
a mention of one Alexander, evidently a 
friend of Paul’s, who may have been Simon’s 
other son. 

3. Independent witnesses to the same events 
will naturally tell the story in different ways 
even when each is absolutely accurate; also 
the different purposes of the Gospel writers 
account for some differences; Matthew and 
Mark, for example, emphasize the rejection 
and the agony, and Luke and John lay. more 
emphasis on the features of blessing and tri- 
umph. Were all the details known, the ac- 
counts would be seen to harmonize perfectly. 

4. No. All the Old Testament prophecies 
pointed to an expiaiory death of the Lamb 
of God, on whom God laid all our sins (Isa. 
53). And our Lord himself clearly said he 
would give his life a ransom in place of many 
aa: 10: 45). 

The whole plan of redemption would 
tea collapsed (John 12: 24; Rev. 5:9; John 
3:14, 15). 

6. The physical death of the sinless one was 
itself a spiritual thing, not to be separated 
from the agony of separation from the Father, 
just as his righteous life on the one side and 
his resurrection on the other are vitally linked 
with his death. 

7. Our Lord was certainly forsaken, sep- 
arated from the Father. The mystery of how 
this could be is no greater than the mystery 
of the Trinity and the mystery of the divine 
and human natures of our Lord. We must 
recognize that there are truths too great for 
human comprehension. 

8. Psalm 22: 1-21. 


Nicodemus, who, though not so. silent 
hous his faith in Jesus as* Joseph had been 
(John 19:38 and 7:45-52) was neverthe- 
less not openly and avowedly a believer, 

to. Mark relates only one -of -the seven 
“words”. from. the cross; he tells nothing 
about how the superscription came to be so 
written; nothing of the priests appeal to 
Pilate for a guard; and various other details 
that are given by the other evangelists. 
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More about the Birds in May 
By Lillian M. Weeks 


This is the last story in the series on 
the birds of March, April, and May. 


ATHERINE was only half awake on 

a beautiful morning late in May. 
Through the open window came the morn- 
ing chorus of the birds that had made their 
homes about the yard. 

She recognized robin red-breast, who had 
built in the big apple tree, and Mr. Car- 
dinal, who had a nest in the honeysuckle 
vine on the back porch. Then she heard 
the trill of the little chippy sparrow who 
had chosen the rambler rose vine as a 
safe place for its dainty little hair-lined 
cup of a nest. An especially joyous out- 
burst from Johnny Wren, just outside her 
window, whose wife. Jenny was setting on 
seven eggs in the little wren house that 
Daddy had made for them, caused Kather- 
ine to sit up in bed, wide awake at last. 

Happy thoughts raced through her brain, 
for this was her birthday, and as a speciai 
treat Aunt Margaret had promised to take 
her and Frances and Billy, in her car, to 
the old farm where Aunt Margaret and 
Daddy had lived when they were children. 
They were going to explore the woods and 
hoped to see some birds that were new to 
the children. 

Just then Mother came to the door and 
called, “Happy birthday, dear. Breakfast 
is almost ready.” 

Katherine was soon dressed and down- 
stairs. At her place on the breakfast table 
was a package marked, “From Mother, 
Daddy, and Aunt Margaret.” 

“It cost a good deal,” explained Mother, 
“so we went together to get it for you.” 

Eagerly Katherine untied the dainty rib- 
bon and opened the box which she found 
inside the pink tissue paper wrapper. 

“Oh,” she exclaimed, “it is, just what I 
wanted. A pair of field glasses. Now I 
can watch the birds that won’t let me get 
close to them.” 

Shortly after noon, Aunt Margaret ar- 
rived, and soon they were off to the: old 
farm about ten miles away. Leaving the 
car at the farmhouse they started off for 
the woods back of the barn. For some 
distance they followed a tiny stream that 
was singing its way over the stones. The 
later spring wild flowers were still in bloom 
and the trees were beautiful in their new 
spring clothes. 

The first bird they saw was an old 
friend of the winter time. Katherine spied 
it first and exclaimed, “There’s a chick- 
adee! I wondered what had become of 
them.” 

“They usually go to the woods in- the 
summer to raise their families,” explained 
Aunt Margaret. “They often use an old 
woodpecker hole and line it with fur and 
feathers, and there they lay their eggs.” 

“A little chickadee must be awful cute,” 
said Frances. “I: wish I could see one.” 

Suddenly a burst of melody from high 
in a tree caused them all to look up. Kath- 
erine used her field glasses and found the 
singer first. 

(Concluded on.page 366) 
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NE of the most fascinating tales related to the 
history of these United States is the story of 
Sunday School Missions. 

century was young, institutions were being born that 

“were destined to wield a remarkable and lasting in- 
fluence upon the spiritual and social conditions of the 
people of this country up to this very hour. 


When the nineteenth 


AMONG these was an organization whose charter 
members declared their purpose to be, ‘‘ TO ES- 
TABLISH AND MAINTAIN SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
- AND TO PUBLISH AND CIRCULATE MORAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.”’ Called from 
a number of the evangelical denominations, these far- 
' sighted men sensed the need and possibilities ot an 
organized effort to provide Bible teaching and Christian 
training for the otherwise unveached boys and girls of 
the small rural communities that were rapidly dotting 
the map of the country. 


FRE first Sunday-school west of the Mississippi 

River was established by one of the early mission- 
aries. Following the covered-wagon trails on horse- 
back, these men assisted in maintaining the religious 
life of young and old among those intrepid adven- 
turers who traveled toward the sunset to carve a liveli- 
hood out of the wilderness of forests, prairies, and 
plains. Thousands of churches of various denomina- 
tions stand today as monumeats to their consecrated 
labors. The epic story of their achievements is a 
veritable romance of Home Missions. 


Red work, now nation-wide, s#i// goes on. Over six 
thousand Union Sunday-schools still go forward 
under the direction of our missionaries in the moun- 





EADERS of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times will be 

interested to know of its beginnings under the 
American Sunday School Union. The late Henry Clay 
Trumbull, father of the present Editor of the Times, 
was for many years a state and regional Sunday School 
Se¢retary in connection with the American Sunday School 
Union and later its “Normal Secretary,” with a continent- 
wide ministry. 


PRE Sunpay Scuoot Times was founded by the 
American Sunday School Union in 1859, as one of the 
outgrowths of the great revival of 1857. Later its owner- 
ship was transferred to John Wanamaker, who called Dr. 
Trumbull from the work of the Union to the editorship 
of the Times. Shortly after this Dr. Trumbull and his 
son-in-law, the late John D. Wattles, became the owners 
‘of the paper, and were succeeded in this by the present 
Sunday School Times Company, with Charles G. Trumbull 
as Editor and Philip E. Howard as President. 











Since 
Pioneer 
Days 


tain and rural sections of the land. Instead of de- 
creasing, ‘he work has been magnified by the present 
back-to-t] e-country movement. With denominations 
being forced to partially recall their forces from the 
rural areas in this time of national stress, our responsi- 
bilities are multiplied. In many sections our men 
render valuable assistance to the work of the American 
Ked Cross Society. 


Cera ame boys and girls need the Bible. Our 

representatives distribute more Bibles and Testa- 
ments in rural America than any other single agency 
in this country. Because of our non-sectarian ap- 
proach to this task our friends and supporters repre- 
sent all evangelical denominations. 


““PHE SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY,’’ our 

quarterly magazine, contains a wealth of drama, 
pathos and interesting incidents taken from the daily 
lives and labors of our missionaries. Annual contribu- 
tors to our work receive this magazine on request. 





Tas is essentially a work of FAITH. We have no 

organized constituency. ONLY through the pray- 
ers and generosity of Christian people who believe that 
the inspired Word of God must be preached and 
taught to the otherwise unreached youth and older folk 


in America’s great hinterland of mountain, prairie, and | 


plain, can this work be carried on. ONLY through 
the sacrificial gifts of those followers of the Master 
who are convinced that the leadership of the future, 
which has so often in the past come from farm and 
country, must have the privilege of Christian train- 


‘ing, can we continue to send out our consecrated 
missionaries along the highways and byways of our 


far-flung Republic. 





Address— 


THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Established 1817 
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More about the Birds in May 
(Concluded from page 364) 


“Oh, it is red with black wings. I know 
what it is. A scarlet tanager. I read about 
them in my bird book.” 

They all ‘had a peep through the glasses 
and decided he was almost as. beautiful as 
a cardinal, 

“Oh, see the big woodpecker tapping on 
that hollow tree!” cried Billy. “What 
kind is he?” 

“That is a flicker,” said Aunt -Margaret, 
“the largest of our common woodpeckers. 
We don’t have to go to the woods to see 
him, as he often comes to our lawns in 
search of ants, which are one of his favorite 
foods. We can easily tell him by the 
black crescent on his breast and the white 
spot on his rump which shows when he 
flies. Both the male and female have red 
spots on the back of the head. The males 
have black streaks on their cheeks which 
we might call whiskers.” 

The flicker happened at this moment to 
think of his wife brooding on her eggs in 
a hollow tree, and he flew away. to give 
her the worm he had just found, giving 
the children a chance to see his yellow wing 
linings and his white rump. 

Climbing the hill past a‘ thicket of wild 
crab apple bushes and blackberry vines 
they heard a noise, you could hardly call 
it a song, coming from they couldn’t tell 
where. 

“Is that a bird or some kind of an ani- 
mal?” asked Frances. “It sounds almost 
like a puppy barking.” 

“That is a yellow breasted chat,” an- 
swered Aunt Margaret. “Let’s stop and 
listen to the different sounds he makes.” 

“He sounds as though he was laughing 
at us,” said Katherine. “But where is he? 
Sometimes he sounds in one direction and 
sometimes in another.” 

“He can’ throw his voice so that it 
sounds as though it came from another 
direction,” explained Aunt Margaret. 

“There he is,” cried Billy, and they got 
a glimpse of his yellow breast and olive 
back as the bird disappeared into the 
thicket. 

Walking along an old cow path, Billy, 
who was ahead, came suddenly upon a 
mother quail or bobwhite and her flock 
of little ones; but no sooner did he see 
them, than the babies disappeared and the 
mother fluttered along the path just ahead 
of him apparently with a broken wing, 
unable to fly. Billy tried to catch her, but 
somehow she managed to keep just beyond 
his grasp. 

Aunt Margaret, who was just behind, 
looked about in the grass and leaves where 
the youngsters had disappeared, and finally 
found one of them crouched under some 
dead grass. He was a pretty little fellow 
covered with down like a little chicken. 
After showing him to the children she let 
him go and explained that the mother was 
not hurt, but was just trying to draw Billy 
away from her babies. 

Following the path they came at last 
to a crystal clear spring that Aunt Mar- 
garet used to visit when she was a little 
girl, On a level spot near by a man and 
woman were building a fire. 

“Oh,” exclaimed Katherine, “it is 
Mother and Daddy! Where did you come 
from?” she asked as she ran to greet them. 

“From home,” answered Daddy. “We 
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thought you might like to cook your birth- 
day supper over a fire out in the woods, 
so we brought it along, and the birthday 
cake, too.” 
' “Oh, goody!” shouted Katherine. “This 
is the very nicest birthday I ever had.” 
Darkness was gathering when they 
started home. The thrushes and robins 
were singing their vesper hymn. Then 
they heard the eerie note of the screech 
owl, and as the moon rose over the hilltop, 
there came from the depth of the woods 
the oft-repeated call of the whippoorwill. 
Marietta, Ou10. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June i8 How Can We Improve Our Time? 
Eph. 5: 15, 16. 
Sunday, June 11 


What Shall We Do with Our Education? 
(Acts 7 : 22, 30-36) 





Mon.—Paul’s learning (Acts 22: 1-3). 

Tues.—A trade along with education (Acts 
18 : 1-4). 

Wed.—Paul’s talents used for Christ (Gal. 
1: 11-18). 

Thurs.—Joseph’s talents for the king. (Gen. 
4I : I-13, 41-45). 

Fri.—David, the musician (1 Sam. 16 : 14-23). 

Sat.—Be diligent in our tasks (2 Tim. 1: 
1-7). 











Which has the best chance for success, an 
uneducated, practical tradesman, or an edu- 
cated? 


How can we continue our education after 
leaving school? 


How may we get pleasure out of a broad 
education? 

AVE you ever watched the building of 

a modern ship? If you have, you 
will have seen that the, part laid down 
first is the keel. It is the backbone of 
the whole structure. To it are fitted and 
joined the great ribs that give shape and 
carry the burden of the ship. 

Every life that is to amount to anything 
of lasting worth must be built in the same 
manner as the ship. The Bible tells us 
what must be the keel: “Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). 

All parts of a true life must be fitted 
into and linked to Christ. Unless this is 
true of our education, it may be a real 
handicap and hindrance instead of a bless- 
ing. The “preacher” who wrote Ecclesi- 
astes found this true, for he says: 

“T communed with mine own heart, say- 
ing, Lo, I am come to great estate, and 
have gotten more wisdom than all they 
that have been before me in Jerusalem: 
yea, my heart had great experience of wis- 
dom and knowledge. 

“And I gave my heart to know wisdom, 
and to know madness and folly: I perceived 
that this also is vexation of spirit. 

“For in much wisdom is much grief: and 
he that increaseth knowledge increaseth 
sorrow” (Eccles. 1: 17, 18). 

4 

A well-educated criminal is the most 

dangerous type. To build a clever mind 
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without spiritual or moral restraint is to 
menace society. 


Yet, on the other hand, God does: noi 
belittle or discount education and training. 
He saw to it, as our lesson verses show; 
that Moses was equipped with all the learn- 
ing Egypt could give him. Daniel and 
Paul were carefully trained and were fully 
versed in the knowledge of their times. 
They did not hesitate to°make use of their 
education when occasion demanded. But 
they did not permit it to shut their minds 
to the guidance and wisdom that God alone 
could supply. 


“What shall we do with our education?” 
asks. our topic. Moses, Daniel, and Paul 
show us the answer, —trust. God ‘with it, 
put it in his hands and let him use it for 
his purposes. He will do with it more 
than our fondest hopes can imagine. 


But “which has the best chance for suc- 
cess, an uneducated, practical tradesman, 
or an educated?” asks one of our topic 
questions. The answer depends upon what 
we consider as success. If we are think- 
ing of money or power, then the educated 
man has the best chance, 

The answer also depends upon the in- 
dividual and how he applies his education.~ 
It is not impossible to be educated beyond 
one’s intelligence, and to lack the wisdom 
to use rightly the knowledge one has. 


oe 
In ‘God’s hands and following out his 
will, an uneducated man may reach the 
fullest kind of success. He may never 
amass wealth or become a captain of in- 
dustry in the eyes of the world, but he may 
find and fill the place for which God de- 


Bible Studies on 
God’s Plan of Redemption 


By RUTH PAXSON 


Suitable for personal Bible study or class 
room work. Price, 20 cents 


“Rivers of Living Water,” 35 cents 


Order from MRS. J.D. HUMBERT 
686 Thirty-cighth Street, - - Des Moines, lowa 
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* Choose for 
LOCATION- ECONOMY 
HOTEL COMFORT 


SHERMANSQUARE 


7Ot St. BROADWAY 7ist St. 


SPRUCE HOTEL 


Spruce Street at Thirteenth 
PHILADELPHIA 
RATES: $2.00 and $2.50 daily 
SPECIAL WEEKLY AND’ MONTHLY 


Home of the Student Body of Westminster 
Theological Seminary 
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signed him, and he may have true happiness, 
which seldom comes to the great or to 
the rich; or to the wise. in this world’s 
knowledge. 

God puts no premium on ignorance, he 
can and does use all the intelligence and 
learning we may acquire, when we trust 
him with it. But, likewise, he is not handi- 
capped by lack of education. Peter, James, 
and John, though rude fishermen, have 
challenged the thinking of the world. 
Moody, an unlettered |Sunday-school 
teacher, shook Great Britain and America 
for Christ. 

ee 

It is not how. much education have I, 
but have I committed to God the education 
I have. 

$e 

He “in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3) can 
fill us with a wisdom that the world cannot 
give us. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

ve 


The Sixteenth 
Fundamentals Convention 


UNDAMENTALISTS from all parts 

of the United States, as well as from 
other countries, are planning to attend the 
Sixteenth Annual Convention of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion, to be held at the Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, June 25 to July 2. The 
fact that the Convention is held at the 
time of the Century of Progress Exposition 
means that an opportunity will be given to 
see a great fair and attend a great conven- 
tion, at the same time. 

A strong program is being prepared, with 
such well-known Fundamentalists speakers 
as Dr. W. B. Riley, Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull, Editor of the Times, Dr. James M. 
Gray, Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, Dr. R. V. Bingham, Dr. Gustaf 
F,. Johnson, and Mr. Roy Brown, Bible 
teacher. 

The theme of the Convention will. be: 
“The Changeless Christ for a Chanping 
World.” The report of the Layman’s Ap- 
praisal Commission contained in “Re- 
Thinking, Missions” gives an occasion to 
re-emphasize the adequacy of the unchang- 
ing Christ for a changing world. The re- 
port of the Commission will be analyzed 
by a great Fundamentalist leader, who will 
deal with the subject faithfully and analyti- 
cally. 

Sessions will be held every morning, aft- 
ernoon, and evening. The first hour, 9-10, 
will be devoted to prayer. The Great Com- 
mission Prayer League will have charge of 
this hour. Two lectures will be given 
every morning from 10 to 12, and two lec- 
tures will also be given in the afternoon 
from 2 to 4. The surprise hour, 4-5, will 
bring noted: visiting speakers who do not 
appear on the program. The evening serv- 
ices will be evangelistic in character. The 
evangelistic services will be preceded by 
stereopticon lectures on various subjects, 
such as Palestine, from 7 to 8. 

The ambition of the Committee is that the 
Convention shall prove a great blessing to 
all pastors, evangelists, Bible teachers, mis- 
sionariés, Sunday-school workers, and all 
believers. It is hoped that multitudes will 
experience regeneration through faith in 
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the Lord Jesg$ Christ. The Committee calls 


upon believers everywhere to give: them-. 


selves to a ministry of prayer in . behalf 
of the Convention, and. urges all Funda- 
mentalists who possibly can do so to assem- 
ble in the Moody Memorial Church June 
25 to July 2. 

For further information write to Paul 
W. Rood, President, Turlock, Cal. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 5 to 11 


Mon.—Mark 15:1-5. Jesus before Pilate. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The chief priests, 
elders, scribes, and the whole council con- 
sulted together and then decided, all un- 
consciously, to’ fulfill a prediction +in the 
second Psalm (see Acts 4: 25-28). Behind 
the human will—what? Men “can do 
nothing against the truth, but for the truth” 
(2 Cor. 13:8). Christ “witnessed a good 
confession” before Pontius Pilate (1 Tim. 
6:13). We, too, have our God-given op- 
portunity to keep the commandment with- 
out spot, unrebukable, until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Con- 
fessor. Pray for the League of Evangelical 
Students, a continent-wide organization ‘of 
Christian college students, aiming to exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and founded for the 
defense of the evangelical faith. 


Tues.—Mark 15: 6-15. Jesus Condemned. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The ~ Scriptures 
were fulfilled in  Christ’s condemnation. 
Paul says something about this in Acts 13 
(v. 27), and names the root cause as that 
of failure to recognize the Christ because 
of ignorance of the Scriptures which were 
read every Sabbath day. The “up-side- 
down-ness” of this world appears in this 
that it “condemned the Just One.” A dark 
stain rests upon this old world. Only those 
who have received Christ as Saviour have 
really registered their repentance of that 
hellish sin. ‘Pray for the League of Evan- 
gelical Students’ Chapters in more than 
twenty universities and colleges in the 
United States and Canada. 


Wed.—Mark 15: 16-21. Jesus Mocked. 

PrAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Pretorium, 
the purple robe, the platted thorn crown, 
the salutation, smiting, and mock .wor- 
ship, fit into that one word “mocked” used 
by our Lord in predictions of this profound 
humiliation. Let love fill in the picture. 
Let memory of sins (now through grace 
forgiven), which had their part in this 
horrid scene, move the heaven-implanted 
affection of gratitude once and again. “All 
this for thee! What for me?” Pray for 
students affiliated with the League of 
Evangelical Students now in training for 
Gospel ministry in seminaries throughout 
the land. 


Thurs.—Mark 15 : 22-32. Jesus Crucified. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: John Bunyan has 
a passage on the stone tables of the Temple 
whereon the bodies of slain sacrifices were 
placed, and likens them to our stony, un- 
feeling hearts. 
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Hearts of stone, relent, relent! 
Break by Jesus’ cross subdued! 
See His body mangled, rent, 
Covered with His flowing blood ! 
Sinful soul, what hast thou done? 
Crucified the Eternal Son! 
Pray that students in higher educational 
institutions, affiliated with the League of . 
Evangelical Students, may set forth effec- 
tively the joy of Christian living through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Fri.—Mark 15 : 33-41. Jesus Dies. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Friend of 
sinners dies. ‘“Love’s redeeming work is 
done.” Justice owns the ransom is paid 
in full; and conscience finds peace through 
the: blood that maketh atonement for the 
soul. If God, who himself, in love found 
the way to redeem, is satisfied, may not 
we be satisfied with the divine ransom 
paid for our release? Pray for the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee, and mem- 
bers of the. Board of Trustees of the League 
of Evangelical Students, as they face un- 
precedented opportunities of service for God 
to the youth in halls of learning. 


Sat.—Mark 15 : 42-47. Jesus in the Tomb. 

PRAYER SvuGGEsTions: The breathless, 
bloodless body of our Lord was laid in a 
solitary, gloomy tomb. Need any of his 
people, while he delays his coming, fear 
to pass through the portals of the grave 
on their way to glory? Look and wonder 
for the place where Jesus lay has by him 
been rent asunder; all our sins he bore 
away. “The sting of death” has been re- 
moved. Fear of death torments no more. 
Pray for the General and Regional Secre- 
taries of the League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents and for the advancement of Christian 
testimony in institutions of higher learning 
throughout the world. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53:1-6. The Suffering Saviour. 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Paul, Peter, and 


John, under divine inspiration; crystallize } 
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this passage in crisp, heart-melting utter- 
ances. Hear them speak: Paul—He 
“loved mé, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
2:20). Peter—He “did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth: .. . his 
own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose 
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stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet. 2: 22-24). 
John — He “loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood” (Rev. 1:5). 


‘Pray that college campuses may again, as 


in former times, become revival seed plots. 
Remember the work of the League of Evan- 
gelical Students, William J. Jones, General 
Secretary, Box 264, Huntington, Ind. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 


HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT, BUT... 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse, D.D. 


Dr. Barnhouse’s eagerly-awaited volume is a study in the turning point in the 


ministry of our 


phia, editor of ‘* Revelation,” etc. 


THE GENESIS 
OF GENESIS 


By D. E. Hart-Davies, D.D. 


The critic of Genesis is now being challenged to 
modify his conclusions. This book reviews the 
whole position with convincing argument. $1.50 


Lord. A remarkably helpful book for constant reference, 
by the widely-known pastor of the Tenth Presbyterian Church, ‘S180 


50 


THE BEAUTY 
OF JESUS 
By Gipsy Smith 


**Many will mark the beginning of a new experi- 
ence in his Christian life by reading these stirring 
chapters.”"—Religious Telescope. $2.00 





A REASONABLE FAITH canianv BanisH Dost 


By Leander S. Keyser, A.M., D.D. 
A book that will appeal to all readers who desire to ponder calmly and deeply the claims of 


the Christian religion and recognize fully the “sweet reasonableness” of the Gospel. 


$1.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY °° "1X Au'Booksteress 











convenient and 


A Texas seminary student writes: 

Do you have any type of permanent 
binder for sale suitable for filing the 
new size SuNDAY ScHOoL’ TIMEs in, 
something which would keep them all 
in book form if possible? If so, please 
quote me your price. I’m all in favor 
of this new size for your magazine. I 
think it is a great improvement. I want 
to file all of my copies from now on. 


EXPENSE 


to you promptly. 


325 NortH THIRTEENTH STREET 








A NEW BINDER 
FOR THE NEW TIMES 


Readers say they want to keep all the issues in a 


The binder is of durable red cloth with title stamped in gold and will 
hold one year’s issues of the paper together with the annual index. 
The regular price is $1.00 postpaid. 


YOU CAN GET ONE WITHOUT 


if you will send us four Ten Weeks GET ACQUAINTED subscriptions 
at 25c each to be sent to four of your friends. 
offer when sending in the subscriptions, and the binder will be sent 
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permanent form 


A business man is. New Jersey says: 
Am delighted with the new form; it is 
indeed a much more convenient size. In 
commuting to New York I take it with 
me almost every day and read it from 
cover tocover. In the past I have put up 
with the ungainly size of the paper, but 
now I can carry it in my pocket without 
its protruding and becoming ruffled at 
the corners. If binders are now available 
I should be glad to secure one. 


TO YOU 


Please mention this 


COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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The Independent Fundamental 
Churches Convention 


HE Fourth Annual Convention of the 

Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America is to be held in the Cicéro Bible 
Church, Fifty-second Avenue and Twenty- 
second Place, Cicero, Ill, June 5-9. The 
Cicero Bible Church is a short distance 
from the Century of Progress Exposition 
Grounds. 

Unusual prayer gatherings have featured 
past conventions. It is hoped this spirit 
will be even more evident in the coming 
meetings. Missions, especially faith mis- 
sions true to Bible standards, will be em- 
phasized strongly. Daily sessions will be 
devoted to Christian work along the fol- 
lowing ‘lines: Tract distribution; open-air 
evangelism; Bible Conferences; promotion 
of Biblical evangelism; Sunday-schoal 
work; independent Bible tabernacles, mis- 
sions, churches; young people’s work; the 
Summer Bible School movement; weekly 
Bible classes; regional conferences of the 
Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America, 

Among the speakers will be Dr. Iron- 
side of Chicago; Dr. M. R. De Haan of 
Grand Rapids; Dr. Buswell of Wheaton 
College; Evangelist W. E. Pietch of Los 
Angeles; Evangelist Charles E. Neighbour 
of Philadelphia; and the Rev. W. D. Herr- 
strom of Akron, Ohio. 

For information regarding the organiza- 
tion, the coming convention and entertain- 
ment, write Donald W. Wood, Office 
Secretary, 2230 South Fifty-second Avenue, 
Cicero, Ill. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following. rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. . 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or ‘in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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